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1 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: we are going on the record | 1 A.  ves, my full name is piego Enrique De ’
2 at 3:09 p.m. on september 8th, 2025. 2 La Cruz.

3 Could the court reporter please swear 3 Q. And what do you go hy? ]
4 in the witness. 4 A, 1 go by ricky.

5 THE COURT REPORTER: <an you please raise 5 Q. And can you spell your last name?

6 your right hand. 6 A. It's going to be D-E, space, L-A, l
7 (Witness sworn.) 7 space, C-R-U-Z. l
8 MR. BLANDIN: Good afternoon, Ricky. My name | 8 Q. Thank you.

9 is stephan 8landin. I represant the estate of 9 what is your date of birth?

10  Abnerd Joseph. I'm going to be the one who's 10 A I l
11  starting with the questions. 1 Q. And what is your current home address?

12 If I ask a question that doesn't make 1 A.  address is
13 sense, just let me know and 1'11 ask you a L
14 different one. If you want to hear iT again, 14 Q. And how Tong have you Tived there?
15  just ler the court reporter know and she can 15 A, I've Tived there 24 years.
16 repeat it if ¥ don't remember it. 16 Q. That's your family home?
17 It's not quite a normal conversation 17 A, Yes,
18 where we would interrupt and cut each other off. |18 Q. And what I'm going To do is just go
19  It's a question-and-answer format. So I'11 try |19 through some very background things. Pleasa do
20 and -- even if you know right where I'm going, 20 not take offense at any of them, iIt's just
21 Tet me ger the full question out before you 21 standard, necessary questions.
22 answer. and even if I think I understand your 22 what is your highest Tevel of formal
23 answer, I'm going to do my best 1o let you 23 education?
24 answer before I ask you ancther question. 24 A. High school education.

5 7

1 If you want a break for any reason, let | 1 Q. where did you go?

2 me know and we'11 stop and we'll take a break. 2 A. East Leyden,

3 THE WITNESS: oOkay. 3 Q. And did you graduare?

4 MR. BLANDIN: Do you have any gquestions 4 A, Yes.

5 before we get started? 5 Q. what year?

6 THE WITNESS: NO. 6 A, 2016,

7 MR. BLANDIN: A1l right. The other thing 7 Q. And have you been working since 20167

8 that's going to happen is you're going to -- at 8 A, Yes. |
5 some point, you're going to say "uh-huh” or 9 Q. were you ever in the military?
10 "uh-uh,” because we all do, and the court 10 A, No. [
11 reporter's going to say, what did you mean, and 11 Q. Have you ever been convicted of any
12 you'1l have to say yes, no, or whatever the full |12 crime?
13 appropriate answer is. i3 A. No.
14 All right. so why don't we get 14 Q. And can vou give me a brief sumary of
15 started? 15 the different work you've done from 2016 up till
16 DIEGO ENRIQUE DE LA CRUZ, 16 now?

17 called as a witness herein, having been first 17 A.  customer service, building maintenance,
18 duly sworn remotely via zoom video 18  and security.

19 teleconference, was examined and testified as 19 9. All right. so the customer service was
20 follows: 20 when and where?
21 EXAMINATION 21 A. Customer service was, I worked as a

22 BY MR. BLANDIN: 22 maintenance man cleaning up the building.

23 Q. can you state your full name for the 23 customer service was when I alsc worked as a

24 record? 24 front doorman for the facility greeting clients.

8
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1 customer service involved me as a doorman with 1 grade?
2  Hermitage. Customer service involved me with 2 A.  Yes,
3 The Legacy. Security was with multiple security | 3 Q. And after you became Ticensed, for whom
4 companies. 4 did you work?
5 Q. All right. So let me -- let me -- 5 A. I worked for Allied security, then I
6 let's just go through in chronologic order. 6 worked for 505 Security.
7 So after graduating high school, where 7 Q. A --
8 did you work? 8 A.  Then I worked for Allied security
9 A. I worked with a temp agency, staffing. 9 again. Then I worked for -- I can't remember
10 Q. And what did you do for them? 10  the name -- Advanced Security Solutions.
11 A. T worked as a warehouse hand laborer. 1 Q. All right. And your initial stint with
12 Q. And what was your next job? 12 Allied, where did they assign you?
13 A. X-Sport Fitness, cleaning/front desk 13 A. They assigned me at warehouse locations
14 attendant. 14 primarily, and then loosely I worked at the
15 Q. And your next job? 15 woodfield Mall.
16 A. Security with Allied Universal. 16 Q. what did you do at woodfield?
17 Q. And how Tong —- how ol1d were you when 17 A. I did foot patrol, vehicle patrol,
18  you went to Alliaed? 18 camera monitoring, store access and check point
19 A, Twenty-one. 19 access.
20 Q. And how long did you work for Allied? 20 Q. And how Jong did you do that work?
21 A.  On and off, nine months. 21 A.  Four months.
22 Q. were you armed or unarmed security? 22 Q. And then you went to SOS?
23 A.  Mainly unarmed. 23 A, Yes.
24 Q. Wwere there times that you were armed? 24 Q. What year was that?
9 11
1 A.  No. 1 A, That was 2019.
2 Q. All right. So were you a licensed 2 Q. And where did they assign you?
3  security guard? 3 A. I worked at a warehouse where they
4 A, Yes, 4  shipped and received physical checks.
5 Q. where did you obtain your Ticense? 5 Q. physical checks?
6 A. I went to the school of The Guardian 6 A, The run of the place was they sent in
7 security group. 7 stubs for their location and sent out the stubs
8 Q. And when and where did you -- when and 8 to the next location.
9 where was that? 9 Q. And how long were you there?
10 A. I don't know the exact location for The |10 A.  Three months.
11  Guardian security group, but I went to the 11 Q. And your next stint, was it back with
12 school in 2018. 12 Allied?
13 Q. And how Tong was the course? 13 A.  Yes,
14 A. The course was, for me, six months. I |14 Q. And how long was that second stint?
15 had to retake the course. 15 A. Two to three months, I believe.
16 Q. And why is that? 16 Q. And where did they assign you?
17 A. I was two points short of a perfect 17 A. They assigned me to another warehouse
18 pass. 18 at -- I don't remember the warehouse name now.
19 Q. Wwhat do you mean "a perfect pass"? 19 Q. That's fine.
20 A. They took our written test -- in order |20 All right. And then your -- your last
21 for us to get a certified Ticense, we had to 21  security position was with AlTied something?
22 take a written exam. I was two points down. 22 A.  Yes, Allied Universal.
23 Q. All right. So you -- so you had to 23 Q. And where did they assign you?
24  repeat the course in order to get a passing 24 A. I was working as a front desk security

10
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1 for weber Grill in -- near Itasca, tlk Grove. L A.  No, not that one,

2 Q. And what did that involve? 2 Q. Wwho was the property management

3 A. It involved me doing temperature 3  company?

4 checks, sign-ins, mask mandates, and access for 4 A. I don't remember at this time.

5 the building. 5 Q. Okay. And your position at Hermi tage,
6 Q. That was during cOVID? 6 it was front door staff?

7 A.  CovID. That was during the prime time 7 A, Yes. But I was also a seasonal

8§ of covip. 8 custodian,

9 Q. And how Tong were you there? 9 Q. And as a -- as a front door staff, were
10 A. I was there for seven months. 10 you a member of a union?
11 Q. Okay. Were you -- so you were employed |11 A, Yes,
12 by Allied universal and they assigned you to one |12 Q. which union was that?
13 of their clients? 13 A. SIEU Local 1.,

14 A.  Yes, 14 Q. Did you receive any union training?
15 Q. And after that, by whom were you 15 A.  No.
16 employed? 16 Q. Did you receive any safety or security
17 A.  After that, I was employed by the 17 training through the union or through Hermritage?
18 Hermitage at 70 west Huron. 18 A.  Through the Hermitage.
19 Q. That's a residential condorriniun? 19 Q. Did they have you attend courses or
20 A.  Yes, 20 classes?
21 Q. I lost the address. 21 A.  No.
22 A.  It's 70 west Huron. 22 Q. Wwhat was the training that the
23 Q. 70 west Huron. So that's downtown. 23 Hermitage provided you?
24 And how many units -- how many —- 24 A.  The head doorman would provide me with
13 15

1 strike that. 1 training for handling fire panels for emergency
2 How many floors, stories is that 2 calls.

3  building? 3 Q. Do you remember his name?

4 A, I do not remember. 4 A.  His first name was Oscar.

5 Q. Is it a high-rise? 5 Q. Do you remenber his last name?

6 A. It is a high-rise. 6 A. I do not.

7 Q. Is it similar to the Millennium? 7 Q. How long did you stay at Hermitage?

8 A. A Tot shorter, but yes. 8 A.  Two and a half years,

9 Q. Okay. And were you -- were you 9 Q. And what were those years?
10 employed by the building itself, the Hermitage? |10 A.  Two -- it started at the end of 2019
11 A.  Yes, 11 and then I stayed there until twenty -- 2023 or
12 Q. Were you -- was it a similar situation |12 twenty-twenty -- yeah, 2023,
13 where you were trained and supervised by a 13 Q. 5o the shooting involving Abnerd Joseph
14 property manager? 14 was september of 2023. Does that help you at
15 A.  Not the property manager, but the head |15 a1l with when you came over to The Legacy?
16  doorman, yes. 16 A, Wwhen T came over to The Legacy, I came
17 Q. S0 do you know who the property manager |17 in as a part-time worker, and I started during
18 was for the Hermitage? 18  the second or third month of the 2023 year.
19 A, Yes, 19 Q. A1l right. So February or March of
20 Q. who was that? 20 '23?
21 A.  That was Deborah -- not -- no, Lori. 21 A, Yes,
22 Lori -- I do not remember her last name. 22 Q. Al right. And you would have been at
23 Q. was it -~ was it -- was Sudler the 23 the Hermitage up until that time?
24 property manager for the building? 24 A.  Yes.

14
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i Q. Did you receive —- I know you don't i A. T was the split shiftman. I worked

2 remember the name of the -~ of the property 2 three days for the morning and two days during

3 management company for the Hermitage, but did 3 the afterncon.

4 they provide you with any training as a front 4 Q. Okay. And what did you want? what

5 doorman? 5 were you looking for?

6 A. Not the property management. o A. Mornings.

7 Q. You mentioned that there was a -- that 7 Q. And when you started at The Legacy, how

8 oOscar, the front doorman, provided you with some | 8 did you get that job?

2 training? 9 A. I was a part-time and fil11-in doorman.
10 A. Yes, the head doorman and the -- my 10 Q. How -- how did you apply or find out
11  coworker doorman provided me with the on-the-job |11 about the job?

12 training. 12 A. There was a man in the Hermitage
13 Q. Were you given any policies or 13 building, his name is Louis, he came from The
14 procedures while you worked at the Hermitage? 14 Legacy, he messaged Deborah saying how I have a
15 A. Not physical copies of it, no. 15 doorman here who's looking to change buildings.
16 Q. Were you shown or instructed on what 16 That's how I got the contact with The Legacy.
17 the company's policies and procedures were for 17 Q. And that's Deborah Romero?
18 safety and security? 18 A. Yes,
19 A.  Not given or shown, but they were 19 Q. And peborah Romero is the property
20  verbally told for me. 20 manager at The Legacy currently and she was back
21 Q. Okay. Do you know, ballpark, how many |21 in 2023 when you started?
22 folks lived at the Hermitage? 22 A, Yes.
23 A. Not by ballpark. There was a lot. If |23 Q. And Deborah Romero hired you?
24 I -- I believe the units for the Hermitage was 24 A, Yes.
17 19

1 around either 27 ar 28 floors. 1 Q. And how long did you work as a doorman

2 Q. And do you know how many -- how many 2 at the -- at The Legacy?

3 units were on a floor? 3 A.  Eleven months.

4 A. Ten units per floor. 4 Q. I want to go through -- I want to go

5 Q. And do you know how many bedrooms were 5 through some of your training at The Legacy.

6 1in the units? 6 My understanding is that The Legacy has

7 A. There were units that were studios, 7 an emergency communication system. Are you

8 one-bedrooms and only a few two-bedrooms. 8 familiar with that?

9 Q. Did more people live in the Hermitage 9 A. I do not remember.

10  or Tive at Legacy -- 10 Q. Are you -- do you know what an
11 A. More —- 11 annunciator panel is?

12 Q. -- 60 East Monroe? 12 A. I don't remember for that location.

13 A. More people Tived at The Legacy than 13 Q. ©Okay. aAre you still working at The
14  the Hermitage. 14  Legacy?

15 Q. All right. why did you leave the 15 A. I am not.

16 Hermitage and go to The Legacy? 16 Q. When did you leave The Legacy?
17 A. I was looking to change buildings for 17 A. I left The Legacy that -- during -- I
18 timing schedule and -- no, that's pretty much 18 want to say the start of 2024,
19  dit, timing schedule. 19 Q. January of 20247
20 Q. You mean because of the shift you were |20 A. I can't give an exact time for when I
21 assigned? 21 left, but it was --
22 A, Yes. 22 Q. Were you there for more or less than a
23 Q. what shift were you working at 23 year?
24 Hermitage? 24 A. Less than a year.
18 20

&
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22 |

1 Q. And why did you leave? | 1 Q. And are you in a union?

2 A. Looking for a new career. | 2 A. Yes.

3 Q. where did you go? |3 Q. what -- what union?

4 A. I went back into the field of 4 A. I don't know the name for the union,

5 maintenance and custodial work. 5 Q. Okay. All right. Let's go back to The
6 Q. And where did you get your next job? 6 Legacy, the roughly 11 months that you worked at
7 A. I first worked for a cleaning company, 7 The Legacy.

8 ABM, but that did not plan out well. That was 8 Now, we started out by asking you about
9  only for three days. 9 something called an annunciator panel. It's an
10 Q. And what happened there? 10 emergency comunication system, as I understand
1 A, The facility that we were going to 11 it, that's used during emergencies, fires,

12 clean for did not follow through for its 12 tornadoes, active shooters, those kinds of

13 contract. so they brought us in saying we had a |13 things. Does that refresh your recollection?
14 job, but the job did not follow through. 14 A. It does not.

15 Q. Okay. And where did you go after AsM? | 15 Q. Did you receive any training on the

16 A.  For three months, I worked primarily at |16 emergency commumication system at The Legacy?
17  uber Eats, deliveryman. 17 A. I will say no because I don't know what
18 Q. And where did you go after that? |18 that is that you're saying.

19 A. I went to the School District 87. i9 Q. Wwhen you worked as a doorman at The

20 Q. 1Is that -- is that a high school or a 20  Legacy, what shift did you work?

21 middle school or a grammar school? 21 A. I worked as a morning shiftman, first
22 A. It's a special school where it goes 22 shift.

23 from intermediate to high school. 23 Q. And what are the hours, roughly?
24 Q. So middle school through high school? 24 A.  6:00 to 2:00 or 7:00 to 3:00. I don't

21 23

1 A, Yes. 1 remember.

2 Q. And what town is that in? 2 Q. And the second shift at The Legacy

3 A.  Berkeley, | 3 would be when?

4 Q. Berkeley. I don't know where Berkeley 4 A, From 3:00 to 11:00, I believe.

5 ds. 5 Q. And the third shift?

6 A, It's in -- well, the town is Berkeley, 6 A, From 11:00 ti11 6:00 or -- yeah.

7 but -- 7 Q. Wwhile you were at The Legacy, did they
8 Q. what's it near? 8 have a head doorman?

9 A, It is near Melrose Park. 9 A, Hm? Sorry,

10 Q. Okay. Got ijt. 10 Q. when you were at The Legacy, was there
1 And when did you start working there? 11  somebody who was designated as the head doorman?
12 A. I started working there the third month |12 A, Yes.
13 of 2024. 13 Q. who was that person?

14 Q. And are you stil] thare? 14 A.  His name was Adrian.

15 A.  Yes, 15 Q. Do you remember Adrian’s last name?

16 Q. And what do you do there? 16 A. I do not.

17 A. I am a custodian for the building. I 17 Q. while you worked at The Legacy, did you
18 clean tables, remove trash, mop floors. 18  receive any training as to how to comunicate
19 Q. How do you Tike that job? 19 with the residents in the avent of an emergency?
20 A.  It's very nmice, 20 A, No.

21 Q. A do you have, 1ike, a set shift that |21 Q. while you worked at The Legacy, did you
22 you work? 22 receive any training as to what you were

23 A. Oh, yes. I work as a second shiftman 23 supposed to do in the event that somecne broke
24 now. |24 into the building?

24
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1 A, No. 1 A.  Yes.

2 Q. Did you receive any training from The 2 Q. whom?

3 Legacy as to what you were to do if there was a 3 A. The head doorman, Adrian.

4 domestic disturbance? 4 Q. Okay. what did that training consist

5 A. No. 5 of for resident safety?

6 Q. Did you receive any training from The 6 A. Tt consisted of access to the building,

7 Legacy of what your duties were {if there was an 7 documenting visitors/guests, contacting the

8 active shooter in the building? 8 units to get prior authorization if said

9 A.  No. 9 visitors or guests were rot inputted into the

10 Q. Did you receive any traiming from The 10 system, and who to and who not to allow

11 Legacy, if there was a tornado or a severe 11  upstairs.

12 storm, how to communicate with the residents? 12 Q. were you given any training from The

13 A.  No. 13 Legacy by Adrian or anycne as to what you were

14 Q. Did you receive any training from The 14 to do for the residents' safety in the event

15 Legacy as to what to do in the event that there |15 that there was an emergency?

16 was a fire in the building? 16 A.  Yes,

17 A.  Yes. 17 Q. what trainming were you provided?

18 Q. ‘what were you supposed to do in the 18 A. I was provided for the safety and

19 event there was a fire in the building? 19 wellness check of -- training for if a tenant,

20 A. I was told to pull the fire alarm on 20 resident, owner, or renter did not respond to

21  the wall and then to go to the fire panel and 21 outside families attempting to contact them but

22 press the alarm button. 22 without response.

23 Q. Were you given any additional training |23 Q. Okay. You were told that you may need

24 as to what to do in the event of a fire? 24 to make safety and wellness checks of a resident
25 27

1 A. I do not remember. 1 in the event that the family was not able to

2 Q. Okay. Same type of question for 2 contact a resident?

3  terrorism. In the event that the building was 3 A.  Yes.

4 struck by terrorists, were you given any type of | 4 Q. Were you given any other training as to

5 training? 5 what to do in the event of an emergancy for

6 A, No. 6 resident safety?

7 Q. were you given any type of training as rl A.  No.

8 to how to communicate with residents about 8 Q. specifically, were you trained under

8 Teaving, evacuating the building or staying in 9 what circumstances you were supposed to notify

10 their units? 10 9117

11 A, No. 11 A.  Can you repeat?

12 Q. Were you given any type of safety 12 Q. Sure. 911 is the emergency that we all

13 training by The Legacy? 13  are familiar with for police, fire, or other

14 A, No. 14 emergencies, and I'm trying to find out if The

15 Q. were you told or instructed by Deborah |15 Legacy provided you with any specific training

16 Romero that as a doorman at The Legacy, that you |16 as to when you should call 911?

17 were responsible for the residents’ safety and 17 A.  Yes.

18 security? 18 Q. And what training were you provided?

19 A, Yes. 19 A.  Mostly verbal. Adrian instructed me

20 Q. Did she provide you with any safety or |20 that if there were any situations that seemed to

21 security training? 21 lead to the threat of the building, to the

22 A.  No. 22 threat of the tenants or to the disruption of

23 Q. Did anyone at The Legacy provide you 23 the building, when to call 91l.

24 with any resident safety or security training? 24 Q. Did he give you any specific examples?

26

28
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1 A.  Specific examples that we manly dealt 1 Q. In the -- in the 11 months that you
2 with were intrusions in the main lobby, a rowdy 2 worked there, there was one case. Do you know
3 guest that came from the streets, an uninvited | 3  the circumstances?
4 guest that came from the street. 4 A.  The umwanted guest gained access to the
5 Q. The Legacy, 60 East Monroe, is located 5  roof.
6 on Monroe hetween Michigan Avenue and wacker —- 6 Q. To the roof? Do you know where they
7 excuse me, wabash, correct? 7 came in from?
8 A.  Correct. 8 A.  They waTked through the front door.
9 Q. Where -- was it -- was it a common 9 Q. Do you know how they got in?
10 occurrence to have umanted or unpermitted 10 A, It was during a party event where the
11  guests attempt to enter The Legacy? 11 street of wabash and the party area for
12 A.  Yes. 12 Millennium Park flooded through our front doors.
13 Q. How often did that happen while you 13 Q. S0 aside from that one party where
14  worked there? Was it a daily occurrence? 14 somebody snuck in, were there other times for --
15 A, I would say not —- not unoften ar 15 that you know of that you worked there that:
16 often, in between, 16  people snuck in, actually got into the building?
17 Q. And I'm trying to break that down to 17 A. During the times when I worked, I made
18 get -- because different people might have 18  sure I did not allow any unwanted guests to
19 different understandings -- 19  enter.
20 A. Right, 20 Q. Okay.
21 Q. -- as to what that means. Can you give |21 A, And there were times when they
22 me an approximation? 22 attempted, but did not get past the desk.
23 A.  Yes, let me think. 23 Q. what would you do?
24 In one week of, like, my workweek, I 24 A, I'd tell them to leave.
29 31
1 would say two, three times, umwanted guests 1 Q. And would they always leave?
2 would wander into our Tobby, 2 A.  Yes, hut with attitude.
3 Q. And that would be during your shift? 3 Q. Image that.
4 A.  Yes, 4 A. Chicago.
5 Q. And what were you trained and 5 Q. I imagine there was quite a bit of
6 dinstructed to do in that circumstance? [ 6 attitude.
7 A.  Inour training, we were told do not 7 Did you ever have to call the police?
8 et anyone that you do not recognize past the 8 A.  No.
9 front desk. Ask them to please wait, identify 9 Q. while you worked there, did you ever
10 yourself so that we can notify a remter, owner, 10 hear of other front door staff that had to call
11 or to understand if you are permitted or banned 11 the police?
12 from the building. 12 A, No.
13 Q. Were there instances -- were there 13 Q. The --
14 times where people would get past you and get up |14 MR. BENTIVENGA: You're talking about for
15 into the building? 15 that situation, right?
16 A.  For me, no. 16 THE WITNESS: Prior -- sorry.
17 Q. while -- during the 11 months that you |17 MR. BENTIVENGA: GO ahead.
18 worked at The Legacy, do you know of times where |13 MR. BLANDIN: Wwe'll do it both ways.
19  unpermitted guests came into the building and [19  BY MR. BLANDIN:
20 got past the front desk? | 20 Q. S0 you're saying you never had to call
21 A.  Yes. [21 the police and never heard of a time where the
22 Q. How often did that happen? 22 police had to be called because somebody was
23 A. There was one documented case where it |23  trying to sneak in, right?
24 happened, 24 A.  Oh, my -- my mistake. The one time was
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1 for the one documented case, yes. 1 A, No.

2 Q. The police were called? 2 Q. Did she provide you with any direction
3 A, Yes. 3 as to whether you should go and investigate or

4 Q. what happened? 4 encounter or assess the situation before the

5 A, The police escorted the two individuals 5 police arrived?

6 out of the building. 6 A.  Yes,

7 Q. Okay. Do you know who was on shift? 7 Q. what did she tell you?

a A. No, I don't remember. 8 A.  To make the calls if there is a

9 Q. The building manager brought it to your | 9 disturbance -- if there's a noise complaint, to
10  attention and the other front door's attention 10 call and see what's going on, to examine the

11  that this kind of thing can't happen again, is 11 cameras to see what we can have as a visual.

12 that why you know about it? 12 Q. You're telling me about a noise

13 A.  Yes, 13  complaint from a resident, you would be told by
14 Q. oOkay. Aside from that one occasion 14 peborah Romero to investigate or access and Took
15 where somebody snuck into a party and the police |15 at cameras, correct?

16  were called, are there any other times or 16 A.  Yes.

17 occasions where you had to call the police? 17 Q. 1I'mnot talking about that. I'm

18 A.  No. 18 talking about training where Deborah Romero said
19 Q. And do you know of any other times or 19 to you, in the event that a resident calls the
20 occasions where someone had to call the police 20 police or you have to call the police, did she
21 at The Legacy? 21 provide you with any direction or training as to
22 A. For the one documented case, yes, that |22 what you were to do in that situation, whether
23 was the one time I heard the police were called. |23 you were to wait for the police or to go and
24 Q. You're -- again, you're referring to 24 assess and investigate?

33 35

1 the party -- 1 MR. BENTIVENGA: Just going to object to the
2 A, Yes. 2 form of the question. I think it depends on the
3 Q. -- where people snuck in and got up to 3 circumstances, but you haven't provided any

4 the party? 4  ¢ircumstances.

5 Aside from that, any other times where S But go ahead, you can answer, if you

6 somebody had to call the police because of any 6 can.

7 type of an emergency situation at The Legacy 7 THE WITNESS: No opinion?

8 that vou're aware of? 8 MR. BENTIVENGA: No, it's up to you.

9 A. Yes, but it was for a wellness check. 9 THE WITNESS: Oh. She said —- I don't
10 Q. Okay. Aside from the wellness check, 10 believe she said anything to me about that.
11 any other occasions? 11  BY MR. BLANDIN:

12 A, No. 12 Q. Okay. And to be clear, what you're

13 Q. Did peborah Romero provide you with any |13 telling me is that Deborah Romero did not ever
14 training or direction as to what you, as a 14 tell you what you were supposed to do after you
15 doorman at The Legacy, were supposed to do after |15 contacted the police or were notified that the
16 the police were notified that there was an 16 police were contacted because of an emergency in
17 emergency in the building? 17  the building; is that correct?

18 A, Yes. 18 A, Yes,
19 Q. what did she say to you? 19 Q. And the reason I'm breaking 1t down
20 A.  She said to document it in our shift 20 Tike this is one of the issues in the case is
21 Togs and to send an e-mail to her explaining the |21 whether the doormen received training from
22 situation that has happened. 22 Deborah Romero as to whether or not they should
23 Q. Did she provide you with any other 23 go and investigate after the police were called
24 training? 24 about an emergency or whether they were to stay
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1 at the front desk. 1 A, No.

2 pid you receive training from her one 2 Q. Had you received that knowledge or that

3 way or the other as to what you were supposed t0 | 3  training from any source before you went to work

4 do in that situation? 4 at The Legacy?

5 A. In that situation, no. 5 A. Before I worked at The Legacy?

6 Q. Okay. Did the front doorman -- the 6 Q. Yeah. T know you told me that you had

7 head doorman, Adrian, cHid he provide you with 7 -- you worked at the Hermitage and that you had

8 any training as to what you were supposed to do 8 some training on the job from their front

9 after the police were notified of a -- that 9 doorman, and I'm trying to find out now if any

10 there was an emergency +in the building as to 10 of that training provided you with information

11 whether you should stay put at the — at the 11 as to what you were supposed to do?

12 desk and stay in a place of safety or whether 12 A.  Yes, the training mainly consisted of

13 you should go and investigate the emergency? 13 calling the police, contacting the floor that

14 A.  Yes, 14 made the complaint to hear more of the situation

15 Q. what did Adrian train you? 15 that was going on, to assess what the situation

16 A. He trained me for scemarios that 16 may or may not be.

17 involved us -- if the emergency involved gaining |17 Q. So when you worked at the Hermitage -~

18  access into the unit, if someone called claiming |18 and I've Torgotten the fellow's name, the Tead

19 they heard someone fall, thay smelled smoke, 19 doorman. Oscar?

20 that we should go see or try to speak to the 20 A.  Oscar.

21  emergency, check for that. 21 Q. bid oscar tell you, Ricky, if you get a

22 Q. You're telling me that Adrian trained 22 call from a resident that they've called the

23 you that if there was a resident who notified 23 cops because there's an emergency going on, did

24 the front desk, hey, I smell smoke or I heard 24 oOscar tell you what you ware supposed to do in
37 39

1 someone fall, in those situations, you're 1 that situation?

2 supposed to go and investigate; is that 2 A.  Yes. At the Hermitage, it was made

3 accurate? 3 clear stay at the front desk, continue -- if the

4 A.  Yes, 4 tenant has called 911, we will continue to call

5 Q. I'm talking about a different 5 911 if they have not arrived, or from the time

6 situation, a situation where a resident has 6 they expect, continue to call until someone

7 called the police and then tells you, I've 7 shows up.

8 called the police, there's an emergency on the 8 Q. That was the training that you had from

9  48th floor or the 29th floor. 9 the Hermitage; is that correct?

10 Oid Adrian instruct you as to what you {10 A.  Yes,

11 were supposed to do in those situations, whether |11 Q. Wwere you -- were you working -- I know

12 you're supposed to stay put at the front desk or |12 you weren't there on the shift when the shooting

13 go and investigate? 13 happened, but were you still working as a

14 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and 14  doorman during that time period back in

15 foundation, 15 September of 20237

16 You can answer, if you can. 16 A.  Yes.

17 THE WITNESS: NO. 17 Q. After the sheoting, did you meet with

18  BY MR. BLANDIN: 18  the other doorman and Deborah Romero in a

19 Q. He did not provide you with that 19 discussion to determine what happened?

20 training; is that accurate? 20 A.  They did inform we that an incident did

21 A.  Yes, 21 happen, but they did not go into specifics at

22 Q. Did anybody at The Legacy or Sudler or |22 the time.

23 anybody at 60 East Monroe provide you with that |23 Q. bid Deborah Romero or any of the other

24 type of training? 24 staff from The Legacy or Sudler ever sit down
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1 with you and the other doormen in an attempt to 1 with Deborah Romero or the other staff in an
2 come up with a -- to inform you about the events | 2 attempt to try and make sure that -- that the
3 that occurred to make sure that you were aware 3 events that unfolded on the night of the 14th
4  of them? 4  would not happen again?
5 A.  Yes, 5 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and
6 Q. what were you told? 6 foundation.
7 A. I was told that there was an fncident 7 Go ahead, you can answer, if you can.
8 involving one of our tenants and there was a ) THE WITNESS: No, we did not discuss
9 shooting afterwards and that one of our doormen 9 anything.
10 were injured. 10 BY MR. BLANDIN:
11 Q. Were you told anything else? 11 Q. Was there any discussion with Deborah
12 A. At the time, no. 12 Romero or the staff about steps or procedures
13 Q. Later on, were you told anything else? |13 that could be taken to prevent the shooting from
14 A, Yes, 14 occurring?
15 Q. Wwhat were you told? 15 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and
16 A. Iwas told later on that it was the —- 16 foundation.
17 I cannot remember the tenant's name, the 17 But go ahead, you can answer.
18 deceased that was causing the situation. 18 THE WITNESS: 1 do not remember.
19 Q. You're talking about Abnerd Joseph? 19 BY MR. BLANDIN:
20 A, Yes, 20 Q. Was there any discussion with the
21 Q. who told you that? 21 doormen, Deborah Romero, or the staff about
22 A. It was my coworker, Joseph. 22 whether Jonah Nena should have left the desk and
23 Q. Joseph? 23  went on the elevator up to the 48th floor?
24 A. Joseph or Joe. 24 THE WITNESS: Can I state no opinion?
41 43
1 Q. Jonah? 1 MR. BENTIVENGA: He's asked you whether there
2 A, No, not Jonah. Joe -- I do not 2 was any discussion of that.
3 remember his name. 3 THE WITNESS: ©Oh, any discussion.
4 Q. what was his job? 4 MR. BENTIVENGA: Right? Is that your
5 A, He was also the doorman. 5  guestion?
6 Q. okay. So the initial -- that first 6 THE WITNESS: I see. Yes, there were
7 corversation where Deborah told you about -- 7  discussions.
8§ that there was an incident that took place and a | 8 BY MR. BLANDIM:
9 resident was shot, how long after the -- the 9 Q. Tell me about those.
10 shooting, how Tong after September 14th was 10 A. The discussions were between the fellow
11 that? 11  door staff whether or not Jonah should or should
12 A. The day after it happened. 12 not have gone upstairs.
13 Q. So the 15th? 13 Q. And what was said and by whom?
14 A, Yes, 14 A. It was with my coworker, warner, Dave,
15 Q. And then Joe, the other doorman, when 15  Joe, adrian, like, we were all discussing should
16 did that conversation happen? 16 he or should he have not gone upstairs.
17 A. He informed me as we were changing 17 Q. ©Okay. And do you remember those
18 shifts for the day. 18  conversations?
19 Q. which day? 19 A. I do not.
20 A. The next day after it happened. 20 Q. Okay. Separate and apart from you guys
21 Q. The 15th also? 21 talking amongst yourselves, did management, the
22 A. The 15th or the 16th. I don't 22 assistant property manager, the property
23 remenber. 23  manager, did anybody sit down with the doormen
24 Q. Okay. Did you have any conversations 24 and go over with you when and when you should
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1 not Teave the front door to go up in that type 1 you've now added in a whole set of
2 of emergency situation? 2 circumstances.
3 MR. BENTIVENGA: Let me just object because 3 But if you can answer it as it's
4 there's no time associated with your question, 4  stated, go ahead.
5 whether it's before or after the event. 5 THE WITNESS: I do remember the door staff,
6 MR. BLANDIN: Well, I thought we were pretty | 6 we all were sat down and there was a discussion
7 clear, but 1'11 do it again. 7 for the training. she did -- verbally spoke
8 BY MR. BLANDIN: 8 with us and she also gave us the packets. I
9 Q. You're telling me that those 9 don't remember the discussion that was had,
10  conversations never happened hefore the 10  though.
11 shooting, right? 11  BY MR. BLANDIN:
12 A. Before the shooting, yes. 12 Q. what I'm focussing on is the very
13 Q. And now we're talking about after the 13 specific topic of whether Deborah Romero told
14 shooting, after you found out Abnerd Joseph was |14 you and the other doormen once the police are
15  shot and killed, did peborah Romero or any of 15 called, and you know the police were called, do
16 the other staff from Sudler or The Legacy sit 16 not Teave your desk. Did she ever tell you that
17 down with you and the other doormen and say 17  after the shooting?
18 anything like, we're trying to evaluate and make |18 A.  she did not,
19 sure that you doormen receive the traiming and 19 Q. Did you and the other doormen talk
20 direction that you deserve as to when you should |20 about that after the shooting?
21  Tleave your front desk and go up and encounter an |21 A.  Yes.
22  emergency situation and when you need to stay at |22 Q. Did you bring that to the attention of
23 your front desk? Did you have any of that type |23 Deborah Romero or ihe assistant property
24 of training from Deborah Romero after the 24  manager?

45 47
1 shooting? 1 A. Sorry, can you repeat?
2 A. Yes. 2 Q. So here's the picture that I have in my
3 Q. How long after the shooting? 3 head and I'm Tooking for you to tell me if I'm
4 A. I do not remember. 4 right or wrong, the doormen are sitting around,
5 Q. Wwas it the same week? Same month? 5 you guys are talking, hey, should he have gone
6 A.  Same month. 6 or not gone, what do we do in this situation; is
7 Q. what did she say to you? 7  that generally right?
8 A. she said that they were putting 8 A, Yes,
9 together a plan for when these situations 9 Q. And then Deborah sits the group of you,
10 happened and that -- she gave us a packet for 10  the doormen, down to go over what should be done
11  explaining emergency situatiens. 11  and what should not be done going forward; is
12 Q. And the emergency situation that 12 that part accurate?
13 presented itself on the night of the shooting, 13 A, Yes.
14  was that contained in those examples? 14 Q. And the topic of once the police are
15 A. I do not remember what's in the 15 called, whether you go and investigate or you
16  packets. 16 stay at your desk, you're telling me Deborah
17 Q. Did she just hand you a packet of 17 never brought that up?
18 information, or did she sit down and attempt to |18 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to object
19 explain to you and the other doormen what you 19 because I think that misstates his testimony.
20 should do to prevent the Abnerd Joseph type of 20 But go ahead, you can answer,
21 situation from resulting in a fatality? 21 THE WITNESS: I cannot remember what she said
22 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to object to |22 about that.
23 the form and the foundation of that question. 23 BY MR. BLANDIN:
24 That's much different than just training. 24 Q. Okay. Did -- the topic of whether you
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1 guys are supposed to stay at your desk after the | 1 there were some circumstances where it was okay

2 police are called or leave and go and 2 1o go up and encounter the hazard?

3 investigate, did that get resolved after the -- 3 A, I'm trying to remember.

4 the shooting? 4 There were discussions about what was

5 A. No. 5 possible if we felt comfortable with potentially

6 Q. why not? 6 investigating.

7 A, I -- 7 Q. Okay. So -- so even after the

8 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and 8 shooting, even after the 14th, Deborah Romero

9  foundation. 9 was -- was talking with the doormen and telling

10 But go ahead, you can answer. 10 the doorman -- doormen that if you feel

11 THE WITNESS: I don't remember the 11 comfortable going to investigate, you can leave

12 discussions we had at the time. I'm trying to 12 your front door position and go and investigate

13 think. 13  even when the police have been called because of

14 BY MR. BLANDIN: 14  the emergency?

15 Q. Sowhat I'm -- what I'm trying to get 15 A, If we felt comfortable.

16 clarity on is it seems to me the doormen are 16 Q. Then it would be okay?

17 aware that this is an issue and that you sit 17 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'11 object. 1It's been

18 down with the property manager, and does it get |18 asked and answered now.

19  brought up by the dcormen with the property 19 But go ahead.

20  manager in this meeting? 20 THE WITNESS: Let me think.

21 A, Yes. 21 If we felt comfortable, yes.

22 Q. And how was that handled? 22 BY MR. BLANDIN:

23 A. We discussed about the situation that 23 Q. All right. So Deborah was putting it

24 did happened. we discussed procedures for how 24 back on the doormen, saying, doarmen, if you're
49 51

1 to handle said situations. 1 comfortable -- by the way, there were doorwomen,

2 Q. okay. And was -- did Deborah say that 2 too -- door staff, if you feel comfortable after

3 Jonah did the right thing by leaving his desk 3 the police have been called about an emergency,

4 and going up and encountering Abnerd Joseph, or 4 it's okay for you to go and investigate; is that

5 did she say that he did the wrong thing and 5 accurate?

6 shouldn't have left his desk? 6 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection; asked and

7 A.  She said jonah felt comfortable going 7 answered several times now.

8 upstairs. 8 But go ahead, you can answer it again.

9 Q. And that was permitted because he felt 9 THE WITNESS: It -- I will say yes.

10 comfortable? 10  BY MR. BLANDIN:

11 A, He felt comfortable going upstairs to 1 Q. Okay. So she was leaving the decision

12 investigate. 12  up to the door staff as to whether to go and

13 Q. After the police were called that there |13 investigate a hazard after the police were

14 was an emergency and beborah said that was okay? |14 notified, after 911 was called?

15 A. Deborah said that -- what did she say? 15 A, Yes,

16 I don't remember what she said about that. 16 Q. Okay. Did she give you any reason as

17 Q. I recognize you may not recall the 17 to why they didn"t just have a blanket rule that

18 details of what she said, but I'm trying to get |18 once the police are called, you cannot leave the

19 the takeaway of after you left that meeting, did |19 front desk and go to a place of danger, that

20 you have a clear understanding as to what you 20 you're supposed to wait for the police? was

21 and the other doormen were supposed to do once 21 that discussed at all?

22  the police were called and told about an 22 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'll object to the form and

23 emergency, whether you were supposed to stay at |23 foundation of that question.

24  your desk under all circumstances, or whether 24 But go ahead, you can answer.
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1 THE WITNESS: I will say no. 1 foundation. Under what circumstances?
2 BY MR. BLANDIN: 2 MR. BLANDIN: Any,
3 Q. Were you -- were you trained and 3 THE WITNESS: No.
4 instructed by Deborah Romero or anybody at The 4 BY MR. BLANDIN
5 Legacy as to what you were supposed to do if you | 5 Q. Did you receive any training or
6 were notified that someone was attempting to 6 direction from The Legacy or Deborah Romero and
7 break into a resident's unit? 7 her staff that you should never bring residents
8 Ao ND. 8 back to a place of danger or <into a hazardous
9 Q. ‘were you trained ard instructed as to 9 situation?
10 what you were supposed to do if there was a 10 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection to form and
11  physical threat from one resident to another 11 foundation and lacks detail.
12 resident? 1 But go ahead, you can answer, if you
13 A.  Yes, 13 can.
14 Q. what were you supposed to do? 14 THE WITNESS: No.
15 A. Contact the police and inform them that |15 BY MR. BLANDIN:
16 there was a now physical threat being 16 Q. Were you aware that -- that Garrett
17 potentially given. i7  smith, one of the residents of the building,
18 Q. And were you told to go and do anything |18 told Jonah that he had a gun with him when they
19  after you called the police, or were you told to |19 went up to encounter Abnerd Joseph?
20 stay put? | 20 MS. WEGNER: Objection; foundation.
21 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection; asked and 21 THE WITNESS: T don't remember.
22 answered numerous times now. 22 BY MR. BLANDIN:
23 Go ahead, you can answer. 23 Q. Did you hear about that?
24 THE WITNESS: No. 24 A, I will say no.

53 55
1 BY MR. BLANDIN: 1 Q. So what happened is Jonah gave a
2 Q. okay. Did you receive any -- any 2 deposition that he was aware that Garrett Smith
3 training about what to do in the event that a 3 had a gun when he and several other residents
4 resident was having a mental health crisis? 4 went into the elevator back up to go to the 49th
5 A.  No. 5 floor.
6 Q. Were you -- were you told what to look 6 MS. WEGNER: Just for clarification, 48th
7 for to identify a mental health crisis? 7  floor, Stephan.
8 A, No. 8 MR. BLANDIN: 48th floor. Thank you. I'11
9 Q. Were you given any direction or 9 probably do that every time.
10 training in how to deescalate, calm down a 10 BY MR. BLANDIN:
11 potentially hazardous conflict with a resident? |11 Q. Wwere you aware of any of that until I
12 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and 12 just said it?
13 foundation. 13 A.  sorry, can you rephrase?
14 You can answer, if you can, 14 Q. Sure. So what we have learned in this
15 THE WITNESS: No. 15 case js that on the night of the shooting, a
16  BY MR. BLANDIN: 16 nurber of residents came down to the Tobby and
17 Q. Okay. wWere you told what to do in the |17 talked to Jonah. There were the Bishopps, there
18 event that a resident was running around acting |18 was Andrew Clement, and Garrett Smith.
19 crazy, pounding on doors? 19 And Garrett told Jonah that he had a
20 A.  No. 20 gun.
21 Q. Were you ever told or instructed that 21 Jonah said, I hope you don't have to
22 you were to protect residents by physically 22 use the gun,
23 intervening to protect a resident? 23 Then the group went into the elevator
24 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection to form and 124 and went up to the 48th floor.

i
54J|

56

@

McCorkle Litigation Services, Inc.

Chicago, Illinois

(312) 263-0052




FILED DATE: 8/28/2026 10:56 PM 2024L005346

Diego Enrique De La Cruz 09/08/2025

1 were you aware of that until I just 1 you've told me a bunch already. And I'm not
2 said it? 2 trying to repeat myself, I'm trying to be --
3 MS. WEGNER: I'm just going to object to the | 3  specifically asking you different questions.
4 characterization. 4 I'm asking if when you sat down with
5 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'11 object to form and 5 Deborah Romero and the other door staff, did you
6 foundation. 6 talk about, hey, the doorman should not be
7 Go ahead, you can answer, if you can. 7 bringing a group of residents in the elevator up
8 THE WITNESS: I will say no because I did not | 8 into the building to encounter somebody who's a
9  hear that conversation between the two. 9 potential threat? Did you talk about that at
10 BY MR. BLANDIN: 10 alz
11 Q. No, I know you didn't hear the —- I 11 A. It was brought up, but I don't remember
12 know you weren't there. You and the other 12 the discussion of it at the time.
13  doormen have talked about this. You said you 13 Q. Okay. were you told that you should
14 met with Deborah Romero. i4 not -- as door staff, you should not be doing
15 I'm tatking about —- I'm not asking you |15 that?
16 to verify that it happened or not, I'm trying to |16 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and
17  tell you what we have Tearned in this case. And |17 foundation. It's been asked and answered.
18 I'm wondering if anybody shared any of that 18 Go ahead, you can answer it again.
19 information with you. I'm not talking about 19 THE WITNESS: No.
20 your Tawyer, but the other doormen or Deborah, 20 BY MR. BLANDIN:
21 did you talk about any of that? 21 Q. And the gun part, the part where -- and
22 A. They did say that the temant had a gun. |22 I'm representing to you ~- I'm asking if that
23 T just didn't hear about the conversation that 23 was talked about with Deborah Romero. Did she
24 was had about it. 24  talk about that the door staff should not

57 59
1 Q. Okay. 1 knowingly be bringing one resident who has a gun
2 A. I was just made aware that there was a 2  with them to encounter an individual in the
3 gun involved. 3 building?
4 Q. Did you receive any training from 4 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to form
5 Deborah or anybody at the building that you 5 and foundation. It's been asked and answered,
6 should not bring a resident who had a gun to go 6 and I think it misstates the evidence in this
7 and encounter a hazardous situatfon? 7 case.
8 A, No. 8 But go ahead, you can answer it, if you
9 Q. Was there any discussion with Deborah 9 can.
10 after the shooting that that would be precluded |10 BY MR. BLANDIN:
11 going forward, that door staff would not be 11 Q. was that talked about?
12 permitted to bring residents from the lobby up 12 A. It was talked about, but I don't
13  to encounter residents? 13 remember the outcome at this time.
14 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to form |14 Q. All right. So Dehorah did talk about
15 and foundation. Alsp, it's been asked and 15 whether it was okay for door staff to get on an
16  answered. I think he just answered that 16 elevator with another resident who had a gun?
17 question. 7 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form, foundation.
13 But go ahead, you can answer it again. 18 I think that misstates his testimony. He says
19 THE WITNESS: Sorry, can you repeat the 19  he didn't recall the testimony -- or the
20 question again? 20 discussion.
21  BY MR. BLANDIN: 21 Go ahead, you can answer, if you can.
22 Q. Right. So what I'm doing is I'm taking |22 THE WITNESS: There were discussions about
23  the events, I'm taking the number of factors and |23 this and there were discussions continuing
24 asking you about them in different ways. So 24 between the door staff and the management, but I
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1 just don't remember at this time. 1 to follow.
2 BY MR. BLANDIN: 2 Q. Okay. You're saying that Deborah
3 Q. Wwell, give me an idea of what you do 3 Romero was speaking with an outside contractor
4  remember. 4  to help put together a protocol for the door
5 A. I remember how —- when I was working 5 staff as to how to handle this situation in the
6 with my coworker, the discussions were, you 6 future?
7 know, about the incident that happened, if it 7 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to form
8 was okay for what was to have happened. 8 and foundation. I think that misstates what he
9 Q. And what was said? 9 said.
10 A.  They were just trying to put together a |10 But go ahead, you can answer.
11 plan, and we would discuss with management what 11 THE WITNESS: I can't say ves or ho for that
12 would be the protocols moving forward. 12 one. There was discussions about it, but I
13 Q. Okay. And were you part of those 13  didn't stay that long after for the final
14 conversations? 14  results.
15 A. At the time, yes. 15 BY MR. BLANDIN:
16 Q. And how Tong did those go on for? 16 Q. So I'mjust -—- I'm trying — it's late
17 A.  when it was -- when we had the meetings |17 in the day. You don't do this very often and I
18  with Deborah, there was a meeting about that. I |18 do it way too much. And I'm trying to just cut
19  believe it was -- the conversations weren't 19 1o the chase. I'm trying to get you to tell me
20 short, I just don't remember the time span, but |20 what you remember.
21 there were discussions, 21 You're telling me there was a
22 Q. Yeah, I don't care about how Tong. I'm |22 protocol --
23 trying to get to the meat of the matter. 23 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection. That's not what
24 Did she put ~- did Deborah put together |24 he testified to.
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1 a protocol as to what the door staff were 1 BY MR. BLANDIN:
2 supposed to do? 2 Q. You're telling me there was a protocol
3 A.  she mentioned to us that they were 3 that was talked about for this type of
4 putting together information and guidelines for 4 situation; do I have that part correct?
5 dt. 5 A.  Yes.
6 Q. For what? 6 Q. oOkay. Was that -- while you worked
7 A.  For encountering situations. 7 there for the balance of the year, from
8 Q. For when the doorman should go and 8 September until the time you left, was that
9 encounter an individual; is that correct? 9 protocol ever put into place?
10 A.  Yes, 10 A. I ~--TIdon't know. I left before the
11 Q. And were those guidelines put together |il final discussions.
12 by peborah Romero as to when door staff should 12 Q. In what month did you leave?
13 go and encounter an individual? 13 A.  The third or fourth month of the 2024
14 A. I want to say it was put together by 14 year.
15 her. I think I remember the discussion saying 15 Q. oOkay. So from September of 2023,
16  that they were putting together a protocol from |16 September 15th, the next day, up until you left
17 -- I believe the protocol was being put together |17 in -- when was 1t? March, February, March?
18 from a training from another individual that had |18 A.  For my final date?
19  training for this. 19 Q. Yeah.
20 Q. what do you mean? 20 A. I don't remember the month that I left.
21 A, what am I saying? There was -- I 2l I just vaguely remember at the time from the new
22 believe at the time there was a plan, 22 year when I did.
23 discussions. I think the building was talking 23 Q. You're telling me it was about four or
24 to a company about safety and safety protocols 24 five months after the shooting that you left?
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1 A.  Yes. 1 Q. I think it wes a Thursday because it

2 Q. During that time period, those four to 2 was -- it was something Tike margarita might at
3 five months after the shooting before you Teft, 3 one of the area restaurants that the Bishopps

4 was there any protocol put into place by beborah | 4 told us about?

5 Romero or anybody at the building as to how to 5 MR. BENTIVENGA: September l4th, 2023,

6 handle this situation as to when the door staff 6 THE WITNESS: Okay. Thursday. Yes, I worked
7 were to leave the front door and go and 7 the morning.

8 encounter an individual? & BY MR. BLANDIN:

9 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection. It's been asked 9 Q. And so your shift would have ended at
10 and answered. 10 2:007

11 But go ahead, you can answer it again. 11 A. I don't remember the shift time, if it
12 THE WITNESS: There was a discussion, hut I 12 was from 6:00 to 2:00 or from 7:00 to 3:00. But
13  wasn't there to see if the protocol was put into |13 from that time span, yes, I would have worked
14 place. 14 for those hours.

15 BY MR. BLANDIN: 15 Q. Do you know who relieved you?

16 Q. Okay. No protocol that you know about; |16 A. That day, Thursday, it was Joe, I

17 s that accurate? 17  believe.

18 A. Yes, 18 Q. And my understanding is that the

19 Q. oOkay. Different topic. 12  building had two - regularly had two door staff
20 The doors on the -~ on the floors, are |20 per shift; is that accurate or not?

21  you familiar with them? 21 A. At the time, for morning shift, yes,

22 A, vaguely familiar. 22 but for second shift, there were times where

23 Q. Let's talk about the maintenance role 23 morning shift had to assist them.

24 you served. 24 Q. Explain that, if you can.

65 67

1 Did you work maintenance at The Legacy 1 A.  During second shift, sometimes there

2 for a peried of time? 2 would be just one doorman for a while.

3 A, No, I was just strictly a doorman 3 Q. why is that?

4  there. 4 A.  There was a deceased employee that's

5 Q. Okay. 5 there now, his name was Joel Brown or Joel Bobb,
) A.  The only time I worked maintenance was 6 he would work the afternoon shifts and then he

7 at the Hermitage. 7 would work the overnight shifts.

8 Q. Okay. Do you have any knowledge or 8 Q. He worked double shifts?

9 dpformation about what it would take to knock 9 A.  No, so for his shift, he would work

10 open, break open one of the residents' doors at 10  three days for the afterncon, and then he would
11 The Legacy? 11  work two nights for the weekends, I believe, if
12 MS. WEGNER: Objection; form, calls for 12  that's...

13 speculation. 13 Q. S0 Tet me -- let me try it this way:
14 THE WITNESS: I wasn't told anything about 14 pid every shift, was it supposed to have two

15 that for the building. 15 door staff?
16  BY MR. BLANDIN: 16 A. Yes.

17 Q. Okay. Did you work the morning of the |17 Q. And you're saying there were times when
18 -- before the shooting on the -- September 14th? |18 that didn't work out for one reason or another?
19 A. Did you say did I work before? 19 A. Yes,
20 Q. Before. 20 Q. Wwas that common?
21 A. Before. During the day? 21 A. At the time when T was working there,
22 Q. During the day. 22 yes.
23 A. what was that day? was it a Monday, 23 Q. And vou're trying to explain to me why
24 Tuesday, or -- 24 that was; it was because one of the individuals
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1 worked two shifts? 1 from the morning shift would stay from 3:00

2 A. Not two -- he worked also split shift. 2 until 7:00?

3  So just like how I worked at the Hermitage from 3 A, 3:00 until 7:00, yes. That sounds

4  mornings and then afterncons, this individual 4 right.

5 worked afternocons and then overnights for his 5 Q. Ard then from 7:00 until the end of

© other two days. 6 Nema's shift, he would be the only staff, door

7 Q. At the —— at the time of the shooting, 7 staff?

8 Jonah Nena was the only front door staff that 8 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection. You don't have a

9 was —- that was there. Was -- do you know if 9 time frame on there. He didn’t say it was all

10 that was a common or uncommon occurrence for 10 the time.

11 that shift? 11 But go ahead, you can answer, if you

12 A.  For that shift, yes. 12 can.

13 Q. Yes what? 13 S0 I object to form and foundation and

14 A.  The -- he was alone from time to time. 14 no timing.

15 Q. Wwhy would that be? 15 THE WITNESS: There -- let me think. There

16 A, For morning shift workers, we would 16 were times where for his final four hours, he

17  sometimes hold over for an extra four hours, and |17 may have been alone.

18 then once the four hours came, we had Teft. So 18 BY MR. BLANDIN:

19 that was our overtime for those days when the 19 Q. And that's what I'm trying to get some

20  overnight man couldn't come in early or -- we 20 sense of as to how often that happened. was it

21 could stay late. 21 common or uncommon?

22 Q. 5o it would not be uncommon for -- for 22 A. At the time, since the deceased

23 Jonah Nera's shift to only have one door staff? 23 employee, Joel, was still out, but he was still

24 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to form |24 employed, it was common. That was one of the
69 71

1 and foundation. I think that misstates his 1 main reasons why they had hired me on as a

2 testimony. 2 part-time worker.

3 But go ahead, you can answer, 3 Q. Okay.

4 THE WLTNESS: Yes, there were times where the | 4 A.  Iwas filling in for the empty slots.

5 second shift, there would be one doorman. 5 Q. All right. Let's -- let's go to Abnerd

6 BY MR. BLANDIN: 6 Joseph. 0id you know him?

7 Q. And I'm just trying to figure out how 7 A,  Abnerd Joseph. I ran into him on rare

8 often that happened. was it -~ was it several 8 occasions, every now and then.

9 times a week? Or how would you characterize it? | 9 Q. At the building?

10 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'l11 object to form and 10 A, Yes,

11 foundation. 11 Q. Did you know each other by -- by name?

12 Go ahead, you can answer, if you can. 12 A.  No, I didn't know him at first by name.

13 THE WITNESS: He would not be alone for the 13 How I would see him, he would leave for the day,

14 full shift. There was always someone there from |14 and my coworker would say, oh, that's Joseph,

15 first shift that would hold over an extra four 15 good guy.

16  hours. So he wasn't alone all the time. Like, 16 Q. The coworker you're referring to was

17  there would be someone that would work with him 17 who?

18 from morning shift for an additional four hours. |18 A.  That would be adrian and warner.

19  we would hold over. 19 Q. Okay. bid you know Abnerd well enough

20 BY MR. BLANDIN: 20  to say -- say -- to talk to him?

21 Q. You're -- all right. So Nena's shift 21 A. Not personal conversations, just the

22 would be when? when would it start? 22 polite hello, have a good day, welcome back.

23 A, 3:00 to 11:00. 23 Q. Okay. were there any -- were there any

24 Q. So you're -- you're saying that someone |24 descriptions of abnerd Joseph as violent or
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1 unhinged or mentally unstable at any point in 1 that an incident had happened, so that -- there
2 time that you're aware of? 2  was that. Then T heard from -- I believe it was
3 A. No, there was -- 3  maintenance that brought it up to the door

4 MR. BENTIVENGA: GO ahead. 4 staff.

5 THE WITNESS: No, there was no descriptions 5 BY MR. BLANDIN:

6 of him Tike that. 6 Q. And what was your understanding as to
7 MR. BENTIVENGA: You're talking about prior 7 what occurred?

8 to the event? B A. My first understanding was that a

9 BY MR. BLANDIN: 9 situation happened in the building and there was
10 Q. Yeah, prior -- you're not aware of 10 a shooting involving a tenant.

11  anybody who described him that way other than 11 Q. Did you have any other information

12 during the -- the night of the shooting; is that |12 besides that?

13  accurate? 13 A. No, that's all I heard at the time.

14 A, Yes, 14 Q. Did you learn who - who Fired the gun?
15 Q. And you never cbserved Abnerd acting 15 A. At the time, no, I didn't hear who

16 any way other than as a nice guy; is that 16 fired the gun.

17  accurate? 17 Q. when did you find out who fired the

18 A, Yes. 18 gun?

19 Q. All right. Let me -- did you ask Jonah |19 MR. BENTIVENGA: Just an objection for the
20 Nena what happened? 20 record.

21 A.  No, I never asked him directly what 21 He's not asking you about anything that
22 happened. 22 you and I have discussed jn the case because of
23 Q. why not? 23 the attorney-client privilege. He's asking
24 A. I didn't feel comfortable talking to 24 about your discussions with your coworkers or
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1 him about it. 1 however you heard about it.

2 Q. Who did you ask about what happened? 2 MR. BLANDIN: Yes, that's correct.

3 A. I didn't have to ask. It was being 3 THE WITNESS: I understand.

4 discussed. 4 during one of the meetings between the
5 Q. How were you notified of the shooting? 5 door staff and the management, Deborah did bring
6 A.  The next day when I came into work, 6 up that the deceased, Abnerd, and the other

7 there was an e-mail saying that there was an 7 dindividual, Garrett, were involved.

8 incident involved in the building. I believe 8 BY MR. BLANDIN:

9 that's how it was stated on the incident -- but 9 Q. Did she explain what happened?

10 then I hear from a -- I beTieve I heard from a 10 A. No, not the direct detajls at the time,
11  maintenance man that there was a shooting 11  but details came further down.

12 involved. 12 Q. And that's what I'm trying to

13 Q. Was it Hamilton? 13 understand, what details did you learn about?
14 A. 1 do not remember. 14 A. when the final discussion was had, when
15 Q. S0 in terms of the details of what 15 +time had passed and Deborah sat down with the
16 happened, how did you learn the details? 16 door staff, she told us the full event that had
17 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to object to |17  happened.

18 form and foundation, but -- because I don't 18 Q. And to the best of your recollection,
19 think he's testified that he learned the 19 what did she say to you?

20 details. 20 A. She said to me that the night it had
21 But go ahead. 21  happened, people had called the police, they

22 THE WITNESS: How T heard about the incident |22 called the front desk. People came down the

23 mainly just came from secondhand. It was 23 elevator. They spoke with Jonah. The panic

24 brought up by -- first, I read the e-mail saying |24 button was pressed and -- and that Jonah and the
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1 group of individuals went up the elevator. 1 Q. You mentioned that Deborah told you

2 Q. And did -- what else did she say? 2 Jonah was injured?

3 A. She said they came down, Jonah was 3 A. was that it7

4 hurt, and the incident happened in the hallway 4 Q. Yeah, did Deborah tell you that

5 where the shooting happened. 5 Jonah --

6 Q. well, it seems 1ike she left out the —- 6 A.  Yes, yes, Deborah did -- beborah did

7 the part about the shooting. Did she discuss 7 say Jonah was injured.

8 that with you? 8 Q. Did she describe what his injuries

9 A.  She said that the shooting -- that 9  were?

10 carrett had the firearm and the one that was 10 A. she said that Jonah had told her that

11  shot was Abnerd Joseph. 11 abnerd punched him repeatedly on his head.

12 Q. Did she say anything else about why 12 Q. And other than that, was there any

13 Garrett shot Abnerd Joseph? 13 description or discussion about what, if any,

14 A.  From what Deborah said, she said that 14 injury Jonah had?

15  Abnerd attacked the group. 15 A. Yes. There was a description that he

16 Q. Did she say anything else? 16 had a Targe Tump on the side of his head.

17 A, she said -- she said how Jonah was 17 Q. Did you ever see a large Tump on the

18 trying to talk down Abnerd. 18 side of Jonah's head after this incident?

19 Q. Did she say anything else? 19 A. No, because time had passed and Jonah

20 A. she said how sbnerd went to attack 20 was leave of absence for a while.

21 Jonah. 21 Q. Do you know how long he was of ¥ work?

22 Q. Did she say anything else? 22 A. I can't say for a correct time frame.

23 A.  For the meeting, that's all I can 23 Q. oOkay. And the discussion that vou had

24 remember. 24 with Deborah where she told you about the large
77 79

1 Q. Did -~ was there a discussion about why | 1 Tump on the head, was that the day after the

2 Abnerd attacked any of these people? 2 shooting?

3 A. There -- the front desk was saying, why 3 A. Are you asking was the large Tump

4 did he attack people? 4  discussed the day after, or are you trying to

5 Q. And what did Deborah say? 5 say what time the discussion was?

6 A.  We don't know why he attacked. 6 Q. Yeah, I'm trying to get an -- you've

7 Q. Did the front desk ask Deborah why 7 told me about the timing of these discussions,

8 Garrett Smith went in the elevator with a gun? 8 and I'm trying to figure out when Deborah told

9 A.  The front desk did -- we didn't ask her | 9 you Jonah was injured and had this targe Tump.

10 about that, no. 10 A. I see. All right. So from the time

n Q. Gkay. Did the front desk staff ask 11 frame, Deborah did tell me he was attacked and

12 pehorah why Jonah got into the elevator with 12 then some time passed, and then I believe she

13 residents to go up after the police were called? |13  said that due to the attack, there was a large

14 A.  There were individuals in the Tobby 14 lump on his head because of ft.

15 that were concerned about their door being 15 Q. All right. So -- and I don't want to

16  unlocked. That's what Deborah did bring up. 16  repeat what we've talked about.

17 Q. Was it your understanding, based on 17 My understanding is that there were two

18  Dpeborah's description, that lonah and this group |18  discussions with Deborah Romero about the

19 of residents went into the elevator and up to 19 shooting, one that took place the day after the

20 the 4Bth floor because one of the residents was |20 shooting and one a couple of -- naybe two days

21  concerned their door was unlocked? 21 later; is that accurate?

22 A. I will say yes, the residents were very |22 A. I can't say for the time span. There

23 concerned that they didn't Tock -- or had 23 was the original discussion. I didn't discuss

24 unTocked doors. 24 with her directly during the day after. I had
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1 heard there was the ‘incident and I read 1 couple of days of the shooting. Is that

2 something in the e-mail. And then I believe I 2 timeline accurate or not?

3 spoke with Deborah after, saying, hey, did 3 A. The staff meeting, veah, it did happen

4  something happen here so I could actually hear 4  within a couple of days from the shooting.

5 from her instead of -- 5 Q. Was there a third conversation with

6 Q. 5o you're telling me about a 6 Deborah or not? Remerber, we were talking about

7 conversation that was different from the 7 protocols? was that all within one staff

8 meetings that the door staff had; is that true? 8 meeting, or were there two staff meetings where

9 A. There was a direct meeting about what 9 protocols were discussed?

10 had happened, but then I went to talk to her 10 A.  That was only one staff meeting.

11  directly. 1'm, like, Deborah, did scmething 1 Q. Okay. was there a second staff meeting

1?2 happen here in the building so that I can hear. 12  that you participated in?

13 Q. Al right. I don't think we've had -- |13 A. No.

14 talked about that conversation; is that right? 14 Q. Okay. All right. 5o it would have

15 A. I don't think sc. 15 been within a couple of days of the shooting

16 Q. when was that conversation with 16 that Deborah would have told you about Jonah's

17 peborah? 17 dinjury; is that accurate?

18 A. Probably the day after I came hack from |18 A, Yes. When -- yes, ves, a couple of

19 work hecause I kept on hearing from the 19  days.

20 maintenance side that did reach to the door 20 Q. oOkay. At any point in time, did the

21 staff about an incident that happened. So I 21 door staff go and talk to their union

22 spoke with Deborah the next day and T asked her 22 representatives about this incident?

23 did something happen. And that's when I was 23 A. T don't know. I didn't speak with

24 told there was an incident in the building that 24  them, asking them §f they had spoken with the
81 83

1 involved the tenants here and there was a 1 union representative.

2 shooting. 2 Q. 50 the union provides safety and

3 And then there was a group meeting with | 3  security traiming. My understanding from what

4 the door staff that -- 4 peborah Romero has said 1s that the building

5 Q. Same day? 5 didn't require any of the staff to have that

6 A. Not the same day, a little bit further 6 training.

7 that did discuss what happened the night of. 7 Did this come up at all during the

8 Q. All right. Just so I get this timeline | 8 conversations with Deborah Romero?

9 down on the record, you talked to Deborah the 9 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to chject to

10  day after the shooting, so the 15th, about what |10 the form and the foundation with respect to the

11  happened, she gave you some preliminary 11  training by the union.

12 information, right? 12 But go ahead, you can answer it, if you

13 A, Yes, 13 can.

14 Q. Did she talk to you about Jonah's 14 THE WITNESS: Sorry, can you repeat the

15  dnjuries at that point? 15 question?

16 A. No, she just said Jonah was hurt. 16 BY MR. BLANDIN:

17 Q. Did she talk to you about any of the 17 Q. Sure. Let me -- what I'm getting at is

18 details during that initial conversation? 18 this: when you're talking with Deborah at the

19 A. No, not with the private discussion. 19 staff meeting or at any other time, did she say

20 More of the details came when the door staff was |20 something 1ike, look, we want the door staff to

21 asked to have a sit-down. 21 go and get umion training on safety and

22 Q. Al right. And relative t the 22 security?

23 shooting, I was under the impression you were 23 A. I see.

24  telling us that this staff meeting was withina | 24 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection; asked and
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1 answered about training. 1 A.  The encounter, they were frustrated,

2 But go ahead, you can answer it. 2 they were upset, sad, slightly aggressive, loud.

3 THE WITNESS: No. 3 Q. Do you remember anything that thay —-

4 BY MR. BLANDIN: 4 strike that.

5 Q. ‘we've danced around this a Tittle bit, 5 Do you remenber what they said to you

6 but I've not asked you point blank, so I'm going | 6 and you said to them?

7 to ask you point blank, did any of the front 7 A. T do not remember what I said to them.

8 door staff say ZJonah should not have left his 8 I remember that night where -- it was one of

9 position and gone up in the elevator, he should 9 those cases where the morning shift was holding

10  have waited for the police? 10  over for the second shift, and I was preparing

11 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection; asked and 11  to leave. And before I left, I was going to

12 answered. Objection; form and foundaticn as 12 speak to Deborah about a different topic. The

13 well. 13 two brothers then entered the building. The

14 But go ahead. 14 commotion came up.

15 THE WITNESS: No. 15 During the commotion, one brother had

16 BY MR. BLANDIN: 16 stated, this is the building that got my brother

17 Q. Okay. Did you ever meet anybody who 17 killed. That's when I immediately understood

18 identified themselves as one of Abrerd Joseph's |18 this must be the deceased's family.

19  brothers? 19 Q. Did you overhear anything else eithar

20 A. I have. 20 one of the brothers said?

21 Q. And on how many occasions? 21 A, It's not that I overheard, I returned

22 A.  Once. 22 to the front desk after I realized the situation

23 Q. Was that the day after the shooting? 23 where this was the family, and I wanted to stay

24 A. No, some time had passed. 24 with my coworker, who was the deceased coworker,
85 87

1 Q. How long after the shooting? 1 oel Brown or Joel Bobh.

2 A. I can't give a direct timeline, but I 2 Q. Joel has subsequently passed?

3 will say a week, maybe 12 days Tater. 3 A, Yes,

4 Q. okay. Was that after the Tast 4 Q. May I ask what -- what his cause of

5 conversation with beborah Romero where she met 5 death was?

6 with the staff to talk -- the front door staff 6 A.  Cancer.

7 1o talk about change in protocol? 7 Q. He was a friend of yours?

8 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to chject to form 8 A. I knew him briefly. I was the one that
9 and foundation on that. I think it misstates 9 was filling in for his position. The times I
10 the testimony. 10 would work with him, I would make sure that he

n But go ahead, you can answer, 11 was okay at the front desk.

12 THE WITNESS: I will say they came after the |12 Q. You were looking out for him?

13 time we had the group discussion with the door 13 A.  Yes.

14 staff. 14 Q. The -- al1 right. So you hear a

15 BY MR. BLANDIN: 15 commotion, you go back to the front desk. what
16 Q. And are you able to identify who the 16 happens next?

17 wwo individuals were? Do you know -- do you 17 A.  After I hear the commotion, I sit back
18  remember what they Tooked 1ike? 18 down at the front desk with Joel so that we're
19 A. tot confidently, but a vague memory is 19  there together so I can also hear and be by him.
20 there still. 20 Because he was returning from his treatment, so
21 Q. Did you know their names? 2l I was assisting with him for the duties.

22 A. I did not ask for their names, I 22 when I was sitting at the front desk,
23 believe. 23 the brothers continued with the loud discussion,
24 Q. Okay. cCan you describe the encounter? |24  this building got my brother killed. what --

86

88

@

McCorkle Litigation Services, Inc.

Chicago, I1linois

(312) 263-0052




FILED DATE: 8/28/2026 10:56 PM 2024L005346

Diego Enrique De La Cruz 09/08/2025

1  how did this happen? I can't believe this 1 Romero's office, about what time did that

2 place. And then towards the end of the 2 happen?

3 frustrating chants, one of the brothers stated, 3 A. Iwasn't in the office. what was

4 I'm going to shoot up this place. 4 happening was I had went to the back room for

5 So from there, as I'm standing at the 5 either a drink or a snack. I was returning --

6 front desk, I was messaging Deborah, letting her | 6 Q. I'msorry, by the?

7  know we're okay out here, we're okay. Then once 7 A. By the employee break room. So around

8 the verbal threat came, I told her -~ I can't 8 the corner, there's a hallway --

9 quote myself, but it was along the Tines of, I'm | 9 Q. Is that the security office?

10 pressing the panic button at this time. 10 A. No, it's just a break room. There's

11 Q. This exchange with the two brothers 11 lockers. Tt's like a changing room/cafeteria.

12  where you were present, how long did this last? |12 so I go back there, get a quick drink.

13 A. I can't give an exact time, but it did 13 I was going to change, but then I was going to

14 last for a while. Maybe an hour, two hours. 14 go back and talk to Deborah about a different

15 Q. The brothers were — stood in -- 15 topic. That's when -- right as I reached the

16 remained in the lobby for one to two hours? 16 corner, T was hearing the commotion in the

17 A. Yes. They were there for some time. 17 Tobby, and that's when I heard the comment, this

18 Q. Okay. And the statement that I'm going |18 s the building that got my brother killed. 5o

19 to shoot up this building, was that made — 19 I never actually went inside the office.

20 strike that. 20 Q. S0 you never got to talk to Deborah

21 when within the one to two hours was 21 before this started?

22 that statement mada? 22 A.  No.

3 A.  Around the final hour, maybe within an |23 Q. Was -- your shift was ended and you

24  hour and 40 minutes, maybe an hour and 35 24 were on -- you were going into the break room to
a9 91

1 minutes. 1 get ready to leave?

2 Q. How long after that statement was made 2 A, Yes,

3 was it before they left? 3 Q. what was the topic you were planning on

4 A. Thirty, maybe forty minutes in 4 talking to Deborah about?

5 addition. 5 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to

6 Q. Wwhen was it that you pressed the panic 6 relevance.

7  button? 7 But go ahead, you can answer.

8 A. I pressed the panic button immediately 8 THE WITNESS: what was the topic about? I

9 following the verbal threat. 9 was just going to let her know about how the day

10 Q. Okay. 10 went today and let her know that Joel was here

1n A. And I then messaged -- I was -- while I [11 and he was doing okay. It was mostly just to

12 was standing at the front desk, I had my phone 12 Tlet her know that my coworker, Joel Brown, Joel

13 kind of perched underneath the ledge. As T was 13 Bobb, he's doing okay so far. Because when Joel

14 watching, I was texting on the phone, we're 14 was coming back to work, I was asked to keep an

15 okay, Deborah, we're okay. Then I say, I'm 15 eye on him, let me know if he's okay.

16 pressing the panic button now. 16 BY MR. BLANDIN:

17 0. Okay. I want to spend - spend some 17 Q. So this is 5:00ish?

18 time going through that exchange, so I'11 just 18 A. No, this was 6:54ish.

19 alert you that we're going to talk about it for ;19 Q. And pDeborah was still there?

20 a 1ittle bit. 20 A. Yeah, at the time she was still in her

21 Are you good? Do you want to break? 21 office.

22 A, No, I'm okay. 22 Q. My understanding was that she normmally

23 Q. The - the exchange that you overheard |23 left at 5:00. Do you know why she was still

24 with the brother while you were in Deborah 24 there?
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1 A, I donot know. A1l I know was, oh, 1 skinnier of the two.

2 she’s still here, I want to let her know about 2 Q. Wwhat did he look 1ike?

3 how the shift went for today, how Joel was 3 A, Black, skinny, average. Had dreads. T
4 doing. and from there, the commotion, and T 4 can't remember if he was wearing a black with --
5 returned to the front desk. 5 sweat suit, tracksuit with red stripes or if it
6 Q. All right. So you go -- you go up to 6 was a -- just an all black sweat suit/tracksuit.
7 the front desk, and you told me that the 7 Q. Have you seen the Tobby videotape of

8 brothers -- one of the brothers said, this is 8 the o -- of this incident?

9 the building that got my brother killed, right? 9 A.  I'm the one that originally sent the
10 A, Yes. 10 videotape to Deborah.

11 Q. And you also said at some point, one of |11 Q. Right. And I'm asking if in

12 the brothers said something 1ike, I'm going to 12 preparation for your deposition, have you looked
13 shoot up this building? 13 at the videotape?

14 A.  Yes, 14 A. 1 tried to, but my phone or my laptop
15 Q. Did you ever overhear them say anything |15 wasn't playing it for me.

16  else during the hour and a half to two hours 16 Q. what do you mean?

17 that they remained? 17 A. It just said file error or something.
18 MR. BENTIVENGA: Other than what he's already |18 Q. why did you have that on your -- on

19  testified to? 19  your phone?

20 MR. BLANDIN: well, I don't think there's 20 A.  The -- Tet me think.

21 anything else he testified to, which is why I'm |21 MR. BENTIVENGA: Just going to object to the
22 asking. 22 extent it may be attorney-client privileged.
23 THE WITNESS: They were discussing and then |23 But you can answer, if you can.

24 they were kind of talking over their shoulders |24 THE WITNESS: They sent me my report for what
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1 at us, you know, saying, I can't believe this 1  happened that day since I left and since the

2 building, what happened, this is the place that 2 time had passed.

3 killed my brother, and then the end of the 3 MR. BENTIVENGA: If you're -- if you're

4  conversation where the threat was made. 4 talking about an attorney that has sent it to

5 They were having their own conversation 5 you, Tet us know that because that's off

6 and there were parts where they were having a 6 Tlimits --

7 conversation and they spoke up to somewhat so to 7 THE WITNESS: Oh, I see.

8 -- Idon't know how to say it, kind of yell at 8 MR. BENTIVENGA: -- for questioning.

9 us in a way. 9 BY MR, BLANDIN:

10  BY MR. BLANDIN: 10 Q- Right, I don't want to know anything
11 Q. Did you know why they were there? 11 about communications with your lawyer. Is it
12 A.  They originally came because they said |12 something the lawyer sent or something Deborah
13 they wanted to go up to their brother's unit. 13 Romere and the building sent?

14 Q. And you heard them say that? 14 A.  No, it was -- it was an attorney.

15 A.  Yas. 15 Q. The attorney. Okay. I don't want to
16 Q. Do you know which brother said -- 16  know about that. Well, I don't want -- I don't
17  strike that. 17 want to know about the communication, but I do
18 were both brothers speaking, or was 18  want to know if you've seen that video.
19 there just one brother who was speaking? 19 Have you seen the video since you quit
20 A,  Both brothers were speaking. 20 working at the building?

21 Q. Okay. Do you know which brother or are |21 A. No.
22 you able to describe which brother said, I'm 22 Q. okay. From the video, are you able to
23 going to shoot up this building? 23 identify who said what, which of the brothers
24 A.  Yes, I remember the one. He was the 24 made a threat?
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1 A. That, I can. 1 Q. Right. And the conversation that Joel
2 Q. Okay. And to whom was the threat 2 was having with them was -- was he would
3 directed? 3 perjodically tell them, you need to quiet down?
4 A. It was —- the threat wasn't directed 4 A.  Yes,
5 directly to us. It was an overstated threat. 5 Q. Did you overhear any other
6 or, rather, a heated verbal threat. 6 conversations other than that?
7 Q. what's the - I'm not following. 7 MR. BENTIVENGA: Other than what he's
8 You're -- 8 testified to?
9 A, S0 -- 9 MR. BLANDIN: Wwell, I —
10 Q. Let me try this -- 10 MR. BENTIVENGA: The statements?
11 A.  Yeah. 11 MR. BLANDIN: That's why we're going through
12 Q. Llet me try this. So you're tellingme |12 this in minute detail.
13 about an hour and a half or two hours' worth of |13 BY MR. BLANDIN:
14  the brothers being there after you went up to 14 Q. Other than a brother making a -- and
15 the front desk with Joel, right? 15 that's a good point.
16 A.  Mn-hmn. | 16 other than a brother making a
17 Q. That's an example —- you have to say 17 statement -- I'm talking about a conversation
18 yes. 18 1ike you and I are having right now, we're
19 A. ©Oh, ves, ves. 19 talking to each other, did you ever overhear the
20 Q. Okay. Did you actually talk to the 20  brothers talking with Joal?
21 brothers? Did you engage them in conversation? |21 A. Yes. So the original interaction with
22 A, NO. 22 the brothers, again, I was getting ready to
23 Q. Did Joel? 23 Tleave.
24 A, Yes. 24 Q. Yep.
97 99
1 Q. Do you remember any of their 1 A. But then I hear the commotion --
2 conversation? 2 Q. Yep.
3 A, I remember Joel having to tell them 3 A. -- how the brothers said, so this is
4  they need to quiet down because they were 4 the place. I go back there, I -- I most —- I
5  shouting in the Tobby. 5 sit down at the desk so that I'm with Joel. But
6 Q. Okay. Other than Joel saying, you need | 6 Joel and the brothers are having their -- having
7 -- you need to quiet down, do you remember any 7 the conversation. He's the one that's
8 other conversation between Joel and the 8 interacting with them. That's when I understand
9  brothers? 9 that they want to go upstairs.
10 A. No. The brothers were just hanging 10 Q. Okay. So you overhear some
11  around the hobby, having their discussion 11  conversation between Joel and the brothers about
12  between themselves, and parts of the 12  their desire to go up to the unit?
13  conversations, saying it Touder as a way to kind |13 A, Yes.
14  of... 14 Q. And did you hear Joel's response?
15 Q. All right. So the mental picture that |15 A. Yes, at the time, they say no one can
16 I have is you gathered, you understood the 16 go up there.
17  brothers were there because they wanted access 17 Q. And was anything else said between
18  to their -- to Abnerd’s unit? 18 them?
19 A, Yes. 19 A. They were asking why they couldn't go
20 Q. But you never actually had a 20 upstairs. Joel stated, I remember, no one's
21 conversation with the brothers; is that 21  allowed to go up there at this time.
22 accurate? 22 Q. And was anything else said?
23 A. Yes, and I didn't have a direct 23 A. That's when the -- just the Toud
24 conversation with them, 24  overstatement, discussion they were having
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1  between themselves in the lobby started. 1 do I have that correct?

2 Q. This is where the two brothers are 2 A, Yes.

3 talking to each other? 3 Q. At any point in time did Joel ask the

4 A, Yes, 4 brothers to leave?

5 Q. They're no longer talking to Joel and 5 A, I had asked the brothers to leave once

6 they're not talking to you; is that accurate? 6 the threat was made.

7 A, Yes. 7 Q. Okay. All right. So Joel did not ask

8 Q. At any point in time, did the brothers 8 then to leave, you asked them to leave; is that

9 reengage Joel or you in conversation? 9 correct?

10 A.  Yes. One of the brothers had actually |10 A, Yes.

11  asked if they wouldn't mind -- if they could 11 Q. All right. And what you're refarring

12 charge his phone since they just came from where |12 to as the threat is when the taller, skinnier

13 they came from. 13 brother said to the heavier-set brother, I'm

14 Q. Okay. 14 going to shoot up this building; is that what

15 A.  We did somewhat help them. There was a !15 you're referring to?

16 plug near the ledge by our window where he can 16 A.  Yes,

17 plug his phone in. But we did Tet him know, you |17 Q. Is that the only threat that you

18 can't be around the desk, just plug your phone, 18  overheard?

19 leave it there, and then go by the waiting area. |19 A, Yes, that was the only threat I

20 Q. ATl right. So the brother asked to use |20 overheard.

21  the phone -- or use the charger, you say, we'll 21 Q. Okay. And that was not directed to you

22 et you use this outlet, but you can't hang out |22 or Joel, that was in conversation between the

23 by the desk, you'l] have to move over to the 23 two brothers; is that accurate?

24 Tobby? 24 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to object to
101 103

1 A.  Yes. So the lobby is massive. The 1 form and foundation. I think it misstates his

2 desk area where the brothers were, there was, 2 testimony.

3 you know, the couch, the rug area. 3 But go ahead.

4 Q. At that point, did you -- did you or 4 THE WITNESS: It was during the time where

5 Joel or anybody from the building ask the 5 the two brothers went on with each other, hut

6 brothers to leave? 6 the skinnier one of the two said it Toudly where

7 A. At the point we were just observing and | 7 I heard it clearly.

8 Tisteming. Before the statement was made, no, & BY MR. BLANDIN:

9 we didn't ask them to leave. 9 Q. where you overheard the corwersation?

10 Q. oOkay. After the —- and the brother who |10 A, Yes,

11  asked for the phone charger -- outlet, do you 11 Q. Okay. And then did you -- after you

12 remember which one that was? 12 overheard that statement, did you immediately

13 A.  That was the more heavier-set one. 13 ask the brothers to Teave?

14 Q. Okay. After that conversation where 14 A. At first I pressed the panic button

15 you let him use the outlet, was there any more 15  under the desk.

16 conversation with the brothers and Joel or you? |16 Q. Okay. 0id the brothers take any action

17 A.  No, not direct. 17 after you heard that statement?

18 Q. okay. 18 A.  They did get frustrated towards me,

19 A. There was the -- you know, the Toud 19  vyes.

20 discussion between the two brothers 20 Q. Did they ever show a gun or a weapon?

21 periodically, Joel asking them to quiet down. 21 A. No, they --

22 Q. Okay. So there would be statements 22 Q. Dbid they -- go ahead.

23 where Joel would say, quiet down, and there 23 A.  They mainly showed attitude and a —-

24 would be conversation between the two brothers; |24 how I do I say -- how do T say this -- attitude
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1 and rough appearance. 1 she said, only until things have been cleared up
2 Q. what do you mean by "rough appearance™? | 2 will we allow anyone to gain access to the unit.
3 A. well, I stood tatler over both of them, 3 Q. oOkay. sSo that's some new information
4 but they were just, how I'do I say, trying to 4 that I didn't know.

5 speak tough towards me. 5 You're telling me that the brothers

6 Q. Wwell, that's why we're going through 6 asked Joel when they could go up into the unit,
7 this in detail. Okay? Let me -- let me wind 7 and Joel asked Deborah Romero and beborah Romero
8 the tape -- back up a minute. 8 said -- I'm sorry, Joel said, we have to get

9 A. Okay. 9 permission from the building, which meant

10 Q. I can't picture what they're doing 10 peborah Romero; is that accurate?

11  there for an hour and a half, and you have not 11 A, Yes.

1?2 told me what they were doing for an hour and a 12 Q. Okay.

13  half. Am I missing something? 13 A. I even asked her following forward if
14 A. They were just -- 14  anybody tries to claim entrance inside the unit,
15 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to the 15 whether it's the family or even the unit owner,
16 form of the question. Do you want him to 16 do we allow them access? They say, at this time
17 describe it? 17  until it's been cleared, nobody can go in there.
18 MR. BLANDIN: Sure. 18 Q. Okay. So this conversation begins

19  BY MR. BLANDIN: 19 around 7:00 at night?

20 Q. what were they doing for an hour and a | 20 A. This conversation happened the next

21 half? 21 day. Because after the incident happened on the
22 A. I believe the main reason why they were |22 night, I wanted to get it very clear, if anyone
23  waiting was because the one brother had asked 23  comes in saying -- for that unit, are they
24 for the phone to be charged up and they were 24 allowed to gain access?

105 107

1 waiting for that, I believe. But during the 1 and she said, until it's been cleared,
2 time they were there, they were just talking 2 nobody can go up there,

3 about, you know, my brother's stuff is still up 3 Q. Okay.

4 there. They were upset about the brother's 4 A.  Sorry, I --

5 death. They were discussing about -- T vaguely 5 Q. I'm talking about while the brothers

6 remember about packing up the unit. 6 are there.

7 what else? That was the overall 7 A.  Yeah,

8 discussion that they were having with 8 Q. They -- the incident with the brothers
9  themselves. 9 starts around 7:00, they're there for an hour
10 Q. Did they do anything else? 10  and a half or two hours, so 8:30, 9:00, correct?
11 A. They mainly just stoed in the waiting 11 A,  Yes.

12  area of the Tobby having their discussions to 12 Q. During that point in time when Joel

13 themselves for that part and then having the 13 says, you can't go up until you get permission
14 louder discussions that they were, you know, 14  from the building, did that mean from Deborah
15 frustrated of, 15 Romero? Was that your understanding as to what
16 Q. Did Joel tell them why they couldn't go {16 was meant?

17 to the brother's unit at any point in time? 17 A.  Yes. I was just told nobody can go up
18 A.  Yes, when the brothers first came and 18 at the time.

19 they asked if they can go upstairs, Joel only 19 Q. okay. Did you then go and ask peborah
20 said that no one is allowed to go up there at 20 if the brothers could have access to the unit if
21 this time without permission by the building. 21 she would give them permission?

22 Q. Permission from Deborah Romero? 22 A. No, I was told nobody can go up there
23 A. She's the building manager. I mean, I 123 until it was cleared.

24 was asking her, too, when it would be okay, and |24 Q. Okay. You're telling me about &
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conversation you had the next day. Stay with 1 Romero?
me. I'm talking about that might. 2 MS. BENTIVENGA: Objecting to form and
A. Gotcha. 3 foundation.
Q. You're at the front desk for an hour 4 You can answer it, if you can.
and a half to two hours. 2Joel is saying, you 5 THE WITNESS: I believe the brothers were
can't go up until the building clears it. Yeu 6 upset because they couldn't go up there.
know that means Deborah Romero, who's around the | 7  BY MR. BLANDIN:
corner in her office. Did you go and ask her? 8 Q. oOkay. Had the police released the
MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to object to | 9 building to the control -- strike that.
the form and foundation of the question. I 10 Had the police released the unit to the
think it misstates his testimony. He didn't say |11 control of the building by the time the brothers
it had to be cleared by Deborah Romero. He said |12 showed up and wanted access that evening?
"cleared.” okay? I don't know who he means by 13 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to foundation.
"cleared,” but you can ask him that. 14 You can answer it, if you know.
MR. BLANDIN: He clearly said that. 15 THE WITNESS: I wasn't informed about the
BY MR. BLANDIN: 16 police statement, but all I was told was the
Q. Did you go and ask peborah Romero 17 unit had not been cleared. So I will say no at
during that hour and a half to two hours if she |18 the time because as far as I was told, no one is
would give the brothers permission to go up? 19 allowed to go up there. And when —-
A, I didn"t ask her if the brothers could 20 BY MR. BLANDIN:
have permission to go up. I just told her the 21 Q. Okay. You're just following orders?
brothers are here. The unit is still off 22 A.  Yeah.
limits, no one can go up there, 23 Q. orders from who?
She said, no, no one can go up there 24 A Deborah, She said, no one can go up
109 11
untit the building cleared it. 1 there,
Q. You told Deborah that no one can go 2 Q. Did she tell you why?
upstairs, is that accurate, or did she tell you 3 A. It had not been cleared.
no one can go upstairs? 4 Q. By whom? By herself? By the police?
A. She told me no one can go upstairs at 5 By whon?
the time I was confirming with her that no one 6 A. By the police.
can go up at this time because -- 7 Q. Did she specifically tell you that?
Q. Did you leave the front desk and go 8 A, Yes, the police.
over into the office and talk to her? 9 Q. My understanding of the events of that
A. I'mgoing to say no. I didn't want to !10 night are the brothers were frustrated because
leave Joel alone. 11  the police had cleared the unit and Deborah
Q. So how were you communicating with 12 wouldn't release it.
Deborah? 13 Do you know one way or the other if
A. via phone texting. 14 that's accurate?
Q. Okay. Had the police released the unit |15 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to form
by that point in time? 16 and foundation. I think that misstates the
MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to form |17  evidence.
and foundation. 18 But go ahead, you can answer it, if you
Go ahead, you can answer. 19 can.
BY MR. BLANDIN: 20 MS. WEGNER: I'm going to join.
Q. By the time the two brothers showed wp, |21 THE WITNESS: I didn't hear anything about
during this whole incident, were the brothers 22 the police clearing.
frustrated because they knew the police had 23 BY MR. BLANDIN:
released the building to the control of peborah 24 Q. So the statement that I just made, you
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1 don't know one way or the other if it's accurate | 1 BY MR. BLANDIN:

2 as to why the brothers were so frustrated; is 2 Q. FRicky, I'm going to show you this

3 that true? 3 eaxhibit in a second. It's marked as Plaintiff’s

4 MR. BENTIVENGA: Same objections. 4 Exhibit 1 with today's date. It's a copy of

5 You can answer, 5 sudler Bates-stamp-page 21. It's a document

6 THE WITNESS: I do not know. I just know the | 6 entitled "Keylink - Activity Log" for The Legacy

7 brothers were there in the lobby the night of. 7 at Millennium Park. And it refers to a key that

8  They were frustrated and they wanted to gain 8 was returned on 9/15/23, September 15th of 23,

9 access to the unit, 9 at 7:44 p.m., and it has your name as the

10 BY MR. BLANDIN: 10 individual -- as the individual employee.

11 G. Okay. And peborah would not give them |11 Do you recognize that document?

12 permission, true? 12 A.  {(Speaking in sotto voce.)

13 A.  True. 13 I recognize this as the key sign-out.

14 Q. okay. And in terms of why Deborah 14 Q. Al right. So this is the day after

15  would not give them permission, did you reiay 15  the shooting. The key is being returned to you

16  that to the brothers? Did you tell them that? 16 at -- what time is it?

17 A, T just -- 17 A, 7:44 p.n.

18 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and 18 Q. oOkay. And why would the key be

19 foundation. 19 returned to you?

20 BUt go ahead, you can answer, if you 20 A. I see. The key -- whenever a front

21 can. 21 doorman is at the desk, whenever we receive a

22 THE WITNESS: T stated, no one can gain 22 key, we take it and we put it back into the

23 access to the unit at this time. 23 system as returned. And why my name is put for

24 24 this is I'm the one that received the key for
113 115

1 BY MR. BLANDIN: 1 that night.

2 Q. Okay. were the brothers given a time 2 Q. Okay. This next exhibit -- and we do

3 frame as to when they could get access? 3 have copies. We'll mark this as Exhibit 2.

4 A. At -- that might, no. 4 It's a four-page document that are Sudler

5 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: <Counsel, I have three 5 Bates-stamped-pages 9 through 12. And I'11 go

6 minutes. 6 through it with you.

7 MR. BLANDIN: Sure. why don't we stop? 7 (De La Cruz exhibit No. 2 marked

8 MR. BENTIVENGA: Take a break? 8 for identification.)

9 MR. BLANDIN: vYeah. 9  BY MR. BLANDIN:

10 MR. BENTIVENGA: Maybe, Tike, ten minutes. 10 Q. The first page is an e-mail dated

11 MR. BLANDIN: If you want ten minutes, or I 11  Friday, September 15th, 2023, 8:45 p.m. It's

12 can do -- whatever you want. 12 from The Legacy front desk. It's to The Legacy

13 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'd like to use the restroom | 13  administrator, The Legacy assistant manager, and

14  and stretch my legs a little bit. 14 The Legacy manager. It's entitled “Incident

15 MR. BLANDIN: Whatever you need. 15  report.”

16 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: ©Okay. We're going off the | 16 Would you have been the individual that

17 record at 5:06. This is the end of Media 1. 17 prepared this document?

18 {whereupon, a short break was 18 A. This one?

19 taken.) 19 Q. Yes.

20 THE VIDEQOGRAPHER: Okay. We are going back |20 A. Yes, T -- this is my Tayout for

21 on the record at 5:17. This is the beginming of |21 Incident Reports in the shift Tog.

22 Media No. 2. 22 Q. You did prepare this document? This is

23 (De La Cruz Exhibit No. 1 marked |23 vyour e-mail?

24 for identification.) 24 A, Yes.
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1 Q. okay. I know earlier in the 1 unit?

2 deposition, you thought the incident with the 2 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to

3 brothers took place a week or two weeks after 3 foundation. That's not what he said. He said

4 the shooting. This reflects that it took place 4  he was given the key. He didn't say anybody

5 the day after the shooting. would that be more 5 gave -- was given access to the unit.

6 accurate? 6 But go ahead, you can answer it, if you

7 A.  Yeah, the -- the accurate time stamp 7  can.

8 and dates from what I put would be correct. I 8 That misstates his testimony.

9 was mixing up time. 9 THE WITNESS: I can't remember much about the

10 Q. All right. So you were —- you were 10 key situation. But from the log I see, I just

11 wrong in terms of when the actual encounter with |11  simply grabbed the key and put it back into the

12  the brothers occurred: s that correct? 12 key holders.

13 A, Yes, 13 BY MR. BLANDIN:

14 Q. All right. The reason I showed you the |14 Q. I don't understand what you just said.

15 Keyliink exhibit first was that’s the same night |15 A.  From --

16 we're talking about, the same time the incident |16 THE WITNESS: Do you mind if I --

17 with the brothers is going on, right? 17 MR. BENTIVENGA: Sure.

18 A.  Yes. i3 THE WITNESS: Okay. So what I can say for my

19 Q. why would you have been given the key 19  part in this, all I simply did, from Tcoking

20  to Abnerd Joseph's unit at 7:44 p.m.? 20 over the key log report, T grabbed the key from

21 A. That was the time for when the key was 21 whoever gave me the key, and at the front desk,

22 returned to the front desk. 1t was taken out 22 we have a cabinet of keys that have the key card

23 earlier. 23 reader, like an automatic cTip. So I put the

24 Q. From -- returned from whom or by whom? |24 key back into the cabinet after it was given to
117 119

1 A. I don't remember who handed me the key. 1 me.

2 It could have been -- T just don’t remember who 2 BY MR. BLANDIN

3 gave it to me. T just know from the log, it was 3 Q. Do you know who was returning the key

4  me that put it back in there, 4 to you?

5 Q. Right. So somebody's handing you the 5 A. I don't remember who gave me the key at

6 kay to Abnerd's unit during the time period that | 6 the time.

7 the two brothers are in the lobby; is that 7 Q. Were the police returning the key to

8 right? 8  you?

9 A.  Yes, 9 A. I don't remember if it was them that

10 Q. And did that have to do with why the 10 gave me the key. I mean, I can see from this I

11  brothers were frustrated, is somebody's 11  was the one that got the key once it was

12 returning the key and you're not Tetting them go |12 returned and I put it back in there, but I don't

13 up and use the unit? 13 remember who gave me the key.

14 A.  They did state they wanted to go up 14 Q. S0 -- s0 the mental picture that I have

15 there and I wasn't letting them to go up. 15 ds the brothers are hanging out in the hobby

16 Q. Okay. But you had let somebody else up |16 area for two hours and they're frustrated

17 to go up into the unit? 17  because they're not being given access to the

18 A. Me, no. T just -- 18 unit, yet someone has returned the key to the

19 Q. well, who did -~ I'm sorry, go ahead. 19 unit to you; is that accurate?

20 A. T just took back the key. 20 A. Yes, someone had returned the key to

21 Q. From -- and you're not sure who? 21 me.

22 A.  No, I don't remember who handed me the 22 Q. oOkay. And why -- and would that be

23 key. 23 because somebody else had been given access to

24 Q. So somebody was given access to the 24 the unit?
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1 A. It seems that somebody was given access 1 Q. -- af 7:44 on the 15th, correct?

2 to the unit. 2 A, Yes.

3 Q.  You're just not sure who? 3 Q. And that's while the brothers are

4 A. Yeah -- well, in the -- 4  there?

5 THE WITNESS: Am I allowed to talk about 5 A, what was the time?

6 this, or no? 6 Q. You want to take a Took at the other

7 MR. BENTIVENGA: This is Exhibit 1. Yeah, go | 7 exhibit? It's got a time stamp on it, your

8 ahead. 8 Incident Report, Bxhibit 2.

9 THE WITNESS: S0 according to the key 9 You were saying tha brothers were there

10 read-off for this, this shows that on the 14th, 10 from between 5:08 p.m. and 8:10 p.m. in the

11 my coworker, who also works morning shift, 11 front lobby, right?

12 warner, gave out the key upon -- the recipient 12 A, Yes,

13 s police inspection. 13 Q. Okay. S0, again, the time period that

14  BY MR. BLANDIN: 14 the key is returned to you that the police had

15 Q. Okay. So the police are returning the |15 s while the brothers are there, right?

16 key to you while the brothers are still there? 16 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to object to

17 A. I don't remember encountering the 17 foundation. I think he's testified he doesn't

18 police when they gave me hack the key. I just 18 know.

19 grabbed ahold of the key from somebody. I just 19 But go ahead, you can answer it, if you

20 don't remember if it's management or -~ 20 can.

21 Q. I'mnot -—- okay. You're telling me you |21 THE WITNESS: I'm trying to remember based

22 just don't remember? 22 off of the report I made and the key Tog.

23 A.  veah, I just don't remember who -- 23 when the brothers arrived to the lcbby,

24 Tike, I can't recall who gave me the key. I 24 there was no one there except for me and for
121 123

1 just -- from looking at this, I did grab the key | 1 Joel at the time.

2 and put 7t back where it belongs, but I don't 2 BY MR. BLANDIN:

3 know who gave me the key. 3 Q. Wwhich is around 5:08?7

4 Q. All right. So I recognize you don't 4 A, Yeah, but --

5 have an actual memory of the police handing you 5 Q. Not the 7:00, but 5:087

6 the key at that time —- 6 A, Yes,

7 A, NO. 7 Q. Okay. And then at some point in time,

8 Q. -- but the record -- Exhibit 1 reflects | 8 it Tooks Tike a couple hours later --

9 that the police were given that key the night of | 9 A.  The key was returned.

10  the shooting, correct? 10 Q. -- the key was returned, yes?

11 A. The night of the shooting, was it the 11 A. I think I remember -- I think the key

12 14th? 12 was returned to me after the brothers had left,

13 Q. Yeah. 13 and I put it away.

14 A.  Then, yes, according to this -- 14 Q. well, you're -- I don't want you --

15 Q. At what time? 15 you've been pretty good so far about telling me

16 A. -- it was signed out, 16 what you remember and what you don't remember,

17 According to the log, it was signed out |17 and I don't want you to guess.

18 at 9:54 p.m. 18 A.  Yeah.

19 Q. All right. So the police are given 19 Q. Your -- bhibit 2, vour Incident

20 access to the unit at 9:54 p.m. the might of the |20 Report, shows that the brothers were present

21 shooting, correct? 21 from 5:08 to 8:10 p.m.; is that accurate?

22 A, Yes. 22 A, 5 till 8, yes.

23 Q. And someone returns that key to you —— | 23 Q. So they're there for a Tittle over

24 A, Yes, 24 three hours, correct?
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1 A.  Correct. 1 point.
2 Q. All right. Aand -- 2 Q. Okay. well, according to your Incident
3 A. ©Ch, sorry. 3 Report, the brothers would have still been
4 Q. TIt's okay. 4 present at 7:44, correct?
5 So they're still present, according to 5 MS. WEGNER: I'm going to chject. That
6 your Incident Report, at 7:44 when someone gave 6 mischaracterizes his testimony.
7 you the key to put back, right? That's what the | 7 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'l11 join in that.
8 Tlog shows. I know you don't have a memory of -- 8 MR. BLANDIN: Stop. You guys are
9 MR. BENTIVENGA: Yeah, and I don't know -- 9  dinsufferable.
10 just give him an opportunity to read his report, |10 MS. WEGNER: I've had, Tike, five objections
11  too, because I think it addresses this issue. 11  today, Stephan, so calm -- calm down.
12 I don't know if you know that, but -- 12 MR. BLANDIN: Just stop, just stop.
13 THE WETNESS: I think -- 13 BY MR. BLANDIN:
14 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'11 object to the 14 Q. Ricky, this is not meant to trick you.
15 foundation and form of the question. 15 Your report shows that the brothers were there
16 But go ahead. 16 from 5 -- 5:08 until 8:10, right?
17 THE WETNESS: I think the brothers left and 17 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and
18 then I was given the key to put back away. 18  foundation.
19 BY MR, BLANDIN: 19 Go ahead, you can answer it, if you
20 Q. Okay. Is that something you have a 20 can.
21 memory of? 21 I think it's been asked and answered,
22 A. I can't say with confidence, so 1'11 22 too, many times.
23  have to say no. 23 MR. BLANDIN: It has been. And I'm trying to
24 Q. Okay. The timeline that I'm trying 24 get back on track because of your bogus
125 127
1 to-- 1 obhjections.
2 A.  Yeah. 2 MS. WEGNER: Every time. Every time.
3 Q. -- establish is when all of these 3 BY MR. BLANDIN:
4 events occurred, and there aren't that many of 4 Q. You with me, Ricky?
5 them bacause you're not having much of a 5 A.  Yes.
6 conversation with the brothers, they're kind of 6 Q. The brothers are there at 7:44,
7 over -- over in the lobby area, right? 7 according to your Incident Report timeline,
8 A.  Yeah. 8 correct?
9 Q. And then something happens around 7:44 9 A.  correct.
10  p.m. where a key gets returned, right? 10 Q. Okay. And then your brothers get mad
11 A, okay. 11 and have the conversation amongst themselves and
12 Q. And according to your logbook, the 12 make a statement that you said was, we're going
13 brothers still would have been there, right, 13 to shoot up this place, after the key gets
14 according to your Incident Report, Exhibit 27 14  returned to you, correct?
15 A.  For my Incident Report, I would have 15 MS. WEGNER: Objection., That's not what he
16 put the time frame from where it started to 16 testified to.
17  where it ended, but there might have been -- T 17 THE WITNESS: No, ho.
18 might have actually put a time where they had 18 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form, foundation,
19 actually left. By the time 8:10 rolled around, 19 and that misstates his testimony.
20  that would have been the time where the incident |20 Go ahead, you can answer the question.
21 had cleared. 21 BY MR. BLANDIN:
22 Q. So at 7:44, the brothers are still 2 Q. That timeline is not accurate?
23 there in the Tlobby, right? 23 MR. BENTIVENGA: Same objections.
24 A. I can't remember the time frame at this |24 You can answer the guestion.
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1 THE WITNESS: Okay. I don't think the 1 7:447

2 brothers were in the lobby when the key was 2 BY MR, BLANDIN:

3 returned to me. 3 Q. So I've got, Tike, about five questions

4 BY MR. BLANDIN: 4 hanging out there that you've not answered and I

5 Q. Okay. And I'm struggling to understand | 5 keep trying to come back to you with a different

6 the basis for that statement if you have no 6 question.

7 memory of this. 7 A, sorry.

8 MR. BENTIVENGA: Is that a question? I'11 8 Q. S0 I'm-- here's what we're trying to

9 object to form of the question. 9 figure out. This key gets logged back into the

10  BY MR. BLANDEN: 10 system at 7:44, we know that, and I'm trying to

11 Q. what is your basis of that statement if |11 Find out when the statement the brothers made

12 you don't remember it? 12  about -- to one another about shooting this

13 A. sorry, could you rephrase? 13 building up was relative to when you put the key

14 Q. Sure. A couple hours ago in your 14  back into the system?

15  deposition, you told me that the brothers made 15 MR. BENTIVENGA: Ohject to the --

16 the statement shortly before you asked them to 16 THE WITNESS: I see.

17  leave, correct? 17 MR. BENTIVEMGA: Object to the form of the

18 A.  Yes, shortly before -~ no, they had 18 question.

19 made the verbal threat. That is when I pressed 19 Go ahead, you can answer it.

20 the panic button and when I started to ask them 20 THE WITNESS: I want —-

21 -~ that they had to leave. 21 BY MR. BLANDIN:

22 Q. Yeah, and then they Teft shortly after |22 Q. And if you don't know, you can tell me

23 that, correct? 23 you don't know.

24 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection; misstates his 24 A. vYeah. I -- I will say I don't know,
129 131

1 testimony. 1 yeah.

2 Go ahead. 2 Q. Okay.

3 THE WITNESS: No. The brothers did not Teave | 3 A. Or it's that I don't remember.

4 after I had asked them to leave. They -- 4 Q. That's fine.

5 BY MR. BLANDIN: 5 pid you call the police that night or

6 Q. How long did they remain after you 6 did you just push the panic button?

7 asked them to Teave? 7 A. I pushed the panic button and I believe

8 A. I can't give a direct time frame. 8 I messaged Deborah to contact the police.

9 Q. well, what's your best estimate? 9 Q. You yourself did not contact the

10 A, Thirty, maybe forty minutes. 10 poTice?

1 Q. Did the brothers make the statement 11 A.  No, I didn't. At the time I was just

12 after 7:44 p.m., or do you not know? 12 watching, observing, and trying to Tisten at

13 MR. BENTIVENGA: what statement? 13 this point for what happens forward.

14 MR. BLANDIN: There's only one statement that |14 Q. Do you know if Deborah called the

15 he said the brothers made. 15 police?

16 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'T1 object to that 16 A. I believe she did say she was going to

17 characterization. They made many statements, 17 call the police and she also pressed her panic

18 which he's already testified to all of them. 18 button in the office.

19 MS. WEGNER: Join. 19 Q. And that was in the messaging -- the

20 MR. BENTIVENGA: I object to form, 20 text messaging the two of you were doing?

21 foundation, misstates his testimony. 21 A, Yes,

22 Go ahead, you can answer. 22 Q. And did the police arriva?

23 THE WITNESS: Did you -- sorry, did you ask 23 A.  They arrived, yes.

24 if this statement was made at 7:44 or after 24 Q. How long after you pressed the panic
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1 button was it before the police arrived? 1 quess or speculate.

2 A.  How long after? Thirty, maybe forty 2 THE WITNESS: I don't remember the exact

3 minutes. They took their time coming up. 3  date.

4 Q. okay. Did you know that there were 4 BY MR. BLANDIN:

5 police officers Tocated outside of the building? | 5 Q. well, was it within a couple of days of

6 MR. BENTIVENGA: Chject to foundation. 6 the 15th or some other longer period of time?

7 You can answer, if you can. 7 A. Not too long off. They -- I don't

8 MS. WEGNER: Join. 8  remember the exact date.

9 MR. BENTIVENGA: At what time? 9 Q. Okay. In any event, was the principal

10 THE WITNESS: Let's see. At the time, no, I |10 there the entire time from 5:08 to 8:10 p.m.

11 didn't know if they were close enough where I 11 with the brothers?

12 could see them outside the building. 12 A.  No, he wasn't there that long.

13 BY MR. BLANDIN: 13 Q. How long was he there?

14 Q. Did you know that there were police 14 A, Twenty, thirty minutes.

15  that were regularly stationed or assigned to the |15 Q. Was that at the beginning, the middle,

16 corner of wabash and Madison Avenue outside of 16 or the end of the three hours that the brothers

17 the building? 17 were there?

18 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to foundation. 18 A.  The beginning.

19 MS. WEGNER: Join. 19 Q. And did you — did you talk to the

20 THE WITNESS: I didn't know if there was any (20 principal?

21 police that were at the corner of wabash or 21 A. He just stated that he was the

22  nearby as I did not want to leave Joel by 22 principal of the school that employed Abnerd

23 himself at the desk. I stood and sat by him the |23  Joseph.

24 entirety of the time. 24 Q. Okay. And did he say why he was there?
133 135

1  BY MR. BLANDIN: 1 A, Just to support the family.

2 Q. oOkay. In your report on Page 1 of 2 Q. Okay. Did he ask you or Joel for

3 Exhibit 2 on Sudler Bates-stamped-page 9, it 3 access to the unit?

4 reads, T almost forgot that there was a third 4 A. I do not remember at this time.

5 person who arrived with the two brothers. 5 Q. were the brothers there —- I'm reading

6 Do you remember who that person was? 6 the report. It says, when the brothers left the

7 A. He was the principal of the school 7 first time, the cops had finished what they were

8 where Abnerd had worked. 8 doing and pulled out.

9 Q. And had you ever met him before? 9 Were the brothers there multiple times

10 A, No. 10 that day?

11 Q. Have you seen him since? 11 A.  The first time they showed up, they

12 A, No. 12 were there for the time frame I posted, and that

13 Q. Is he on the video camera, the video 13 was it for that day. They came back another day

14 -image that you've seen that you compiled? 14  aftervards.

15 A. Not for this night, no. 15 Q. I'mnot following —

16 Q. well, for -- was he there any other 16 MR. BENTIVENGA: He's pointing you to a part

17  might that you're aware of? 17  of the report.

18 A, I saw him again when the brothers came |18 Aren't you, Stephan?

19 back to the building. He came with them to see 19  BY MR. BLANDIN:

20 if they can gain access on that day. 20 Q. 50 I -- yeah, so I'm -~ your e-mail is

21 Q. oOkay. what was that date? 21  dated on the 15th at 8:45 p.m., so that's 35

22 A.  I'm going to say the 6th. 22 minutes after the brothers Teft, right,

23 MR. BENTIVENGA: Okay. Don't guess. If you |23 according to your Incident Report?

24 krow, you know. If you don't, don't -- don't 24 MR. BENTIVENGA: Why don't you give him a
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1 second so he can read it? 1 brothers are coming and going —-

2 MR. BLANDIN: Sure. 2 A.  Yes,

3 MR. BENTIVENGA: G0 ahead and read your 3 Q. -- multiple times over those three

4 report. 4 hours. Is that correct or do you not remember?

5 (witness reviewing document.} 5 A. I can't remember for a fact, so I'11

6 MR. BENTIVENGA: Did you have a chance to & state that.

7 read page -- this first page? 7 Q. oOkay. All right. The brothers -- in

8 THE WITNESS: This first page? 8 reading the report, it appears to me that the

g MR. BENTIVENGA: Go ahead and read that. 9 brothers were told initially that they could not

10 MR. BLANDIN: Let me know when you're done. 10 go into the unit because the police had control

11 (Witness reviews document.) 11 over the unit; is that accurate?

12 THE WITNESS: I see. what was the -- 12 A, Yes,

13 MR. BLANDIN: I don't remember. I'11 ask you |13 Q. Okay. And then at some point that

14  a new one. 14 evening, the police released control of the unit

15 You're good to go? 15 back to Deborah Romero and the building; is that

16 THE WITNESS: Yeah. 16 accurate?

17  BY MR. BLANDIN: 17 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to ohject to

18 Q. Okay. Let's start with this: The 18  foundation.

19 Incident Report says those imvolved were Ricky 19 1f you know, go ahead.

20 Matt, Ray, Joel, and Deborah. 20 THE WITNESS: I do not know when the unit was

21 T know who Joel and Deborah were. who |21 released to the building for the brothers to

22  were Matt and Ray? 22 gain access.

23 A. Matt and Ray were two maintemance staff |23  BY MR. BLANDIN:

24 in the building. 24 Q. well, your report says that "The reason
137 139

1 Q. oOkay. what was their role in this? 1 why they were upset was because they wanted to

2 A. They were observing. 2 go up to the unit and collect the personal

3 Q. oOkay. Did they overhear any of these 3 belongings of 2905 at first."”

4  exchanges? 4 That was the original time the brothers

5 A. I can't say whether or not they did. 5 came in, right?

6 I... 3 A, Yes.

7 Q. Okay. The picture that I get from 7 Q. And they were told they couldn’t

B reading your report is that the brothers and -- 8 because it was under police controt, correct?

9 the front door staff had multiple exchanges with | 9 A.  Correct.

10 the brothers on the 15th and that the brothers 10 Q. All right. So the brothers left and

11 came and left multiple times on the 15th; is 11 then they came back, and when they came back --

12 that accurate? 12 strike that.

13 A. After reading it, it does somewhat 13 The report reads, "when the brothers

14  refresh the memory. 14 left the first time, the cops have finished what

15 Q. oOkay. S50 were there —- were the 15 there were doing and pulled out.”

16 brothers coming and going during these three 16 A.  Yes.

17  hours? 17 Q. Quote, Even though they pulled out, no

18 A. I believe the brothers would enter and |18 one can still go up to the unit until the next

19 exit the Tobby because of -- the car that 19  steps were met by the owner and the brothers

20 belonged to Abnerd was parked outside. 20 prove who they claim or who they say they are,

21 Q. I'm not sure what that has to do with 21 end quote.

22 my question. 22 Is that accurate?

23 were the brothers coming and going? 23 A.  Yes,

24 were they — according to your report, the 24 Q. Meaning that the brothers came back a
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1 second time and they were told that even though 1 A. I don't know,
2 the police were no longer investigating, that 2 Q. And if you don't remember, you can tell
3 they still couldn't have access; is that true? 3 me you don't remember.
4 A, Yes, 4 A.  Yeah, I don't remember.
5 Q. Did you tell them that or did Joel tell 5 Q. oOkay. Were you -- it appears from this
6 them that? 6 Incident Report that the police had arrived and
7 A.  No, I believe -- no, I don't remember. 7 a--and a police report was filled out before
8 Q. Did beborah tell them that? 8 8:50 p.m.; is that correct?
9 A. I don't remember. 9 A, Yes,
10 Q. Okay. Was Deborah now telling the 10 Q. oOkay. All right. And then the next
11  brothers, after they came back when access had 11 exhibit is sudler Bxhibit 11 [sic]. It's an
12 been returned from the police department, that 12 e-mail from The Legacy manager dated Saturday,
13 she would not give them permission and that they |13  September 16th, and it's directed to The Legacy
14 would have to hire an attorney to clear 14 engineer, The Legacy assistant manager, The
1> everything up? Did that information come from 15 Legacy admwinistrator, Legacy front desk. It's
16  peborah? 16  regarding unit 2905.
17 A. I can't remember clearly. 17 A, Okay.
18 Q. well, what you —- 18 Q. Is this the first e-mail that you were
19 A. I did document +it, but -- 19 made aware of regarding the shooting, or is this
20 Q. Yeah, what you wrote was, "Deborah 20  a later e-mail regarding the shooting?
21  stated they will now need to get an attorney..." |21 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to ohject to
22 who shared that information with the 22 foundation.
23 brothers? Was that you, Joel, or Deborah? 23 But go ahead, you can answer it, if you
24 A. I believe that was Deborah. 24 can.

141 143
1 Q. okay. And that's when the brothers 1 THE WETNESS: This was -- yes, this was the
2 became upset -- 2  e-mail from how I was first informed about the
3 A, Yes, 3 dincident.
4 Q. --1is that correct? 4  BY MR. BLANDIN:
5 A, Yes, 5 Q. okay. The -- you were telTing me
6 Q. okay. I'm looking at the second page, 6 something earlier about Ahnerd's car being out
7 which is Sudler page 10. It has a different 7 in front of the building.
8 time. It says 8:50 to 9:20. 8 Do you remember that?
9 Did the brothers come back between 8:50 | 9 A, Yes.
10 p.m. and 9:20 p.m.? 10 Q. Why was Abnerd's car out in front of 60
11 MR. BENTIVENGA: wWhy don't you give him a 11 East Monroe on the --
12 chance to read it? 12 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'11 object to --
13 (Witness reviewing document.) 13 BY MR. BLANDIN:
14 THE WITNESS: Right. okay. Okay. Okay. I |14 Q. -- 15th?
15  remember this day. 15 MR. BENTIVENGA: 0Oh, sorry. Object to
16 what was the question? 16 foundation.
17 BY MR. BLANDIN: 17 You can answer it, if you know.
18 Q. sure. The second -- what you're 18 THE WITNESS: I don't know why he parked his
19 calling -- Tet's see, what do you call it? You |19 car up front. we had spots up front where
20 refer to it as “Incident Report 8:50 p.m. - 9:20 |20 people pay the street parking and park their car
2L p.m." 21 there. sometimes tenants park their car there,
2 Did the brothers come back between 8:50 |22 sometimes they don't. There's a section where
23 and 9:20, or is this when the police -- is this |23  the street -- you pay for the parking spot right
24 after the police arrived? 24 there by the front of our building. There's a
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1 section whera there's no parking. Wwhere he 1 A. No, no, no. The car was parked in the

2 parked his car, it was in a designated area 2 front of the building in a spot where it can be

3  where you can pay and park. 3 parked.

4  BY MR. BLANDIN: 4 Q. Okay.

5 Q. You're saying one of Abnerd's brothers 5 A. I was just stating the comment that --

6 parked Abnerd -- was it Abnerd's car or the 6 there's a section where there's a Toading

7 brother's car? 7  zone --

8 A. I believe -- I don't remember. But 8 Q. Yep.

9 that was -- that was Abnerd's car. That was one g A, -- you know, in and out. You can't

10 of the items they wanted to retrieve. 10 park there.

1 Q. How —- all right. $o I'ma little 1 Q. Sure.

12 confused. Are you saying that they were trying |12 A.  aAnd then where his car was parked,

13  to get the keys for that car? 13  that's where it was able to park.

14 A. I don't believe they ever brought up to |14 Q. And it had been there prior to the

15 me that they desired to get the car, but I was 15 shooting?

16 told that that was the deceased's car. 16 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'17 object to foundation.

17 Q. All right. So I'm confused about the 17 If you know.

18 significance or relevance of their car being out |18 THE WITNESS: I can't state what time -- what

19 in front of the building. 19 date the car was parked there originally, but it

20 A. Tt was just a —— it was just a 20  was parked up front.

21 statement for why they were coming back to the 21 BY MR. BLANDIN:

22 building, for one of the items they wanted to 22 Q. All right. And hopefully this is my

23 get back. 23 last question about this car, the brothers did

24 Q. Okay. And did you tell them that they |24 not have the key to that car, they wanted the
145 147

1 needed to move the car because it was parked 1 keys to that car; is that accurate?

2 dn-- 2 A.  Yes.

3 A. No, I didn't state anything 1ike that, 3 Q. Okay.

4 that they had to move the car. It was just one 4 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'11 object to foundation,

5 of abnerd's belongings. 5 but he's answered it.

6 Q. All right. So the brothers were 6 BY MR. BLANDIN:

7 identifying to you and Joel, hey, our brother's 7 Q. And then the last page, Sudler 12, do

8 car is parked out front, we're trying to move it | 8 you recognize the handwriting?

9 away because it's not parked in a legal spot -- 9 A. No, I can't say whose handwriting this

10 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to 10 s,

11  foundation about -- 11 Q. Okay. The note -- on the left side is

12 BY MR. BLANDIN: 12 a photograph of the Tlobby.

13 Q. -- 1is that accurate? 13 Do you recogrize who's shown in the

14 MR. BENTIVENGA: -~ 1llegal spot. 14  photograph?

15 But if you know. 15 A. It is blurry, but those are the two

16 THE WITNESS: Yeah, so from that spot where 16 brothers.

17 the brother's car was parked, I don't believe it |17 Q. ©Okay. Do you know which one made the

18 was an illegal spot. I think that was a spot 18 statement about shooting the building?

19 where you can park the car. 19 A. The one on the left. Tt's hard to see,

20 BY MR. BLANDIN: 20  but he's the one in the sunglasses and the --

21 Q. All right. I'm confused here because I |21 he's holding something in his hand.

22 thought you were telling me the whole purpose of |22 Q. oOkay. And thera's somebody sitting at

23 this was that the car was parked in a place it 23 the front desk. Is that you or is that Joel?

24 wasn't supposed to be. 24 A. No, the one with the arms that's shown

146

148

&

McCorkle Litigation Services, Inc.

Chicago, I1linois

(312) 263-0052




FILED DATE: 8/28/2026 10:56 PM 2024L005346

Diego Enrique De La Cruz 09/08/2025

1 on the camera, that is me. 1 Go ahead, you can answer.

2 Q. Okay. The -- the note to the right of 2 THE WITNESS: They were the building managers
3 the photograph reads, "Charles Jay," and it has 3 and I did report to them. I can't say that --
4 a phone number. Then underneath, it says, 4 if they were my boss or not.

5 T"Brother to Abnerd Joseph, 2905, just flew in" 5 BY MR. BLANDIN:

6 -- something -- "at police station.” aAnd then 6 Q. They're the ones who hired you?

7 underneath that, 1t reads, "Need owner's 7 A, Okay.

8 permission,” Paulette's cell phone number and 8 MR. BENTIVENGA: Same ohjections.

9  Tists her phone number. 9 6o ahead, if you can -- if you know.
10 was this note handed to you? 10 THE WITNESS: Deborah did talk to me about
11 THE WITNESS: I can't say, no -- I can't 11 how to take care of things here and there, so
12 say -- yeah, the answer is no, I don't remember 12 1'1 say yes. But for -- the other individual
13 seeing this note. 13 who trained me was Adrian, the head doorman.

14 BY MR. BLANDIN: 14  BY MR. BLANDIN:

15 Q. All right. Do you know -- are you 15 Q. Yeah, I'm asking about who hired you.
16 familiar with a company called No Emergency? 16 A, 0Oh, who hired me. I will say Deborah.
17 A, No. 17 1 talked to her, gave her my resume, gave her my
18 Q. Are you familiar with a company called |18 information. So 1'11 say she hired me.

19 BOsS, B-0-S-S. 19 Q. Okay.

20 A.  No. 20 A.  In between the management office, the
21 Q. All right. You did not receive any 21 ones I mostly spoke to was Deborah for the

22 type of certification or emergency traiming from |22  hiring process.

23 either of those companies while you worked at 23 Q. Okay. Great.

24 The Legacy; is that accurate? 24 MR. BLANDIN: Let me just check with

149 151

1 A, Yes. 1 1Isabella, and I'm almost done.

2 Q. My understanding is that you were 2 THE WITNESS: OCkay.

3  techmically emploved by The Legacy; is that 3 (Brief pause.)

4  accurate? 4 BY MR. BLANDIN:

5 A, Yes. 5 Q. Did you ever ask Joel if Jonah should
6 Q. But you received your supervision and & Tleave -- should have left his post and gone up
7 direction from sudler management, Deborah 7 in the elevator to encounter Abnerd?

8 Romero, and the assistant manager; is that also 8 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection; asked and

9 accurate? 9 answered.

10 MR, BENTIVENGA: I'l1 cbject to the form, 10 You can answer ft.

11 foundation. 11 THE WITNESS: Yes.

12 But you can answer it. 12 BY MR. BLANDIN:

13 THE WITNESS: When it comes to the training |13 Q. what did he say?

14 for how to treat the tenants of the building, 14 A.  In Joel's opinion?

15 Deborah gave me pointers about how to be polite, |15 Q. Yes,

16 to greet guests. Adrian also gave me pointers 16 A.  No.
17  about interacting with the guests. 17 Q. How did that conversation go?
18  BY MR. BLANDIN: 18 A. It -- Joel didn't think it was -- he
19 Q. So maybe my -- I'11 try to be more 19 didn't think it was a comfortable idea to go up
20 specific. 20 there.
21 were your -- were your bosses Deborah 21 Q. Okay. Wwhy not? what did he say to
22 Romero and the assistant property manager? 22 you?
23 MR, BENTIVENGA: Object to form and 23 A.  Joel said the cops should have come
24  foundation. 24 here faster since everyone kept on caliing them.
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1 Q. Yeah, what does that have to do with 1 Q. Do you remamber Dave's last name?

2 whether Jonah should have gone up or not? 2 A. I donot. Sorry.

3 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to the form of the 3 Q. And what did Deborah say in response to

4  question. 4 Dave?

5 You can answer it, though. 5 A. Deborah stated Jonah felt comfortable

6 THE WITNESS: Joel didn't 1ike the idea of 6 going up there and he wanted to try and help the

7 Jonah going up there 1ike that. 7  situation that was happening.

8 BY MR. BLANDIN: 8 Q. Olay.

9 Q. And that's what I'm trying to 9 A. Try to deescalate.

10  understand, why not? 10 Q. And was there any response from Dave or

11 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'l1 object to foundation 11  the other doormen?

12 hecause now you're asking -- 12 A. Well, Dave, he -- what did he say? I

13 MR. BLANDIN: No, I'm asking -- 13  can't quote him for what he exactly said, but he

14 MR. BENTIVENGA: -- Ricky about what's in 14 just said it -- he just stated he wouldn't feel

15  Joel's mind. 15 comfortable going up there Tike that.

16 MR. BLANDIN: Mo, I'm not. I'm asking what 16 Q. okay. Did Joel -- the night the two

17 he said to Ricky. 17 brothers had the encounter with you on the 15th,

18 MS. WEGNER: I'm gaing to join. 18 during that time period did you overhear Joel

19 MR. BLANDIN: Here, let me give a clear 19 tell the two brothers that Jay should not have

20 question and answer. 20 gone -- that -- excuse me, Jonah should not have

21 BY MR. BLANDIN: 21 gone up on the night of the 14th --

22 Q. Wwhat did Joel say ta you in terms of 22 A.  No --

23 why he didn't believe that Jonah should have 23 Q. -~ to encounter the brother?

24 gone and -- left his post and gone up in the 24 A. No, I didn't hear anything from that --
153 155

1 elevator to encounter Abnerd? why did he think 1 from Joel directing towards the brother.

2 that was wrong? 2 Q. Did you overhear Joel tell the brothers

3 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to form | 3 that had he been working that shift, that the

4 and foundation. 4 shooting would not have occurred?

5 Go ahead, you can answer, if you can. 5 A.  No, Joel didn't say anything 1ike that.

6 THE WITNESS: Joel thought that the situation | 6 Q. Were you there the entire time, the

7  had reached the area where it was dangerous. He | 7 three hours that the brothers were coming and

8 brought up how in -- how a floor of people came 8 going, sitting with Joel?

9 down into the Tobby to discuss the screaming. 9 A. Yes, I sat next to him the entirety. I

10 BY MR. BLANDIN: 10 didn't want him to be alone.

11 Q. And? 11 Q. Okay. what -- at what point did you

12 A, And he felt that it was too risky to go |12 Tleave that night?

13 up there. 13 A. Let we see when my Tog ended at.

14 Q. Okay. Did -- did Joel bring this to 14 T want to say T left around 9:00. T

15 peharah's attention during the staff meeting? 15 posted the Incident Report by 8:45, but I really

16 A. Jgel didn't arrive for the meetings. 16  just —- I had ended my shift by 9:00, but even

17 He was still too sick to travel that often. 17 when —- I sti1l kind of lingered just to make

18 Q. Wwas -- did you bring that up or did 18  sure, okay, is everything okay, can I go? Like,

19 someone bring that up at the meetings with 19 I was just hiding in the -- not so much as

20 peborah? 20  hiding, but I was standing in the employee break

21 A, Yes, 21 room and my -- after I clocked out just to --

22 Q. who brought it to Deborah's attention? |22 Jjust in case.

23 A, who was it? I believe it was our 23 Q. We've talked about this in different

24 overnight worker, Dave. 24  bits and pieces, and I want to see if I can put
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speculate. If you know, go ahead and testify --
BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. Here, let me do it this way. I'm
trying to put myself in the shoes of the people
who worked in that building. This had to be a
shocking event --

MR. BENTIVENGA: 1I1s that a question?

BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. -- is that accurate?

A.  Yes, we were all shocked.

Q. And my guess is that you all talked
about it quite a bit; s that accurate?

A. Yes, the front desk discussed it.

Q. And my guess is that one of the things
you talked about was whether this could have
been prevented had Jonah stayed at the front
desk; is that accurate?

MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to the
form and foundation of the question as to
whether something could or could not have been
prevented.

But ge ahead, you can answer it, if you
can. He's asking for your memory, if you
remember those conversations.

159

1 it together. [ 1
2 In your conversations with Deborah and 2
3 the doormen that tock place a couple of days 3
4 after the shooting, it was discussed whether or 4
5 not the doormen should leave their shift and go 5
6 to investigate, right? 6
7 A. Right. 7
8 Q. And in terms of whether an individual 8
9 doorman should go with someone who has a gun to 9
10 dinvestigate, that was also discussed, correct? 10
11 A. That part of it wasn't discussed, but 11
12 it was -- well, it was discussed, but it wasn't |12
13 discussed as a protocol step. 13
14 Q. Wwell, my understanding is that there 14
15  weren't any new protocols during the remaining 15
16 four to five months you worked there ahout I 16
17 anything; is that true? 17
18 A. During the four to five months that I |18
19 was there, they presented us with a packet, a 19
20 flip book, about the various situations you can 20
21 come up with as a doorman, fires, floods were 21
22 the situaticns in the book. But the discussions |22
23 for putting together an actual plan were still 23
24  being put together by the outside party, I 24
157
1 believe. 1
2 Q. Okay. Was there any discussion at all | 2
3 about what you're supposed to do of bringing | 3
4 someone with a gun to encounter a dangerous 4
5 situation even if you're -- you're comfortable 5
6 withit? 6
7 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to object; 7
8 asked and answered. 8
9 Go ahead. 9
10 Form and foundation. I think we've 10
11 gone over all this long ago. 11
12 MR. BLANDIN: Close. Well, I don't know if |12
13  it's Tong or not, but it's close. 13
14 THE WITNESS: It was discussed. | 14
15 BY MR. BLANDIN: 15
16 Q. And to the best of your recollection, 16
17  what was said? 17
18 MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection; asked and 18
19  answered. This was answered long ago. 19
20 Go ahead, you can answer it again. 20
21 THE WITNESS: I just -- I'm really trying to |21
22 think back about what we were talking about in 22
23 that meeting room. 23
24 MR. BENTIVENGA: Remember, don’t guess or | 24
158 |

THE WITNESS: Yes, we did have a conversation
about that.

BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. Okay. And one of things that you just
told me you talked about was whether or not
Jonah should be bringing or going with somebody
who has a gun, even if he's comfortahle,
encountering a dangerous situation; is that
right?

A. Yes, we did discuss that.

Q. And what was concluded about all of
those things? what were you supposed to do
going forward?

MR. BENTIVENGA: oObjection; asked and
answered. He's answered that question many,
many times in this deposition.

But go ahead, you can answer it again.

THE WITNESS: wWe were still trying to put
together what should and should not have been
done moving forward.

BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. There was no conclusion?

A.  Not a conclusion that I was there to
see.
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1 Q. Okay. Over the five months that you 1 vyou black or are you white. T just -- I can't
2 were there, Deborah Romeruv did not present you 2 really say the duration of black and white that
3 with any changes in policies or procedures or 3 would Tive there.
4 training; is that correct? 4 MR. BLANDIN: That's all I have. Thank you.
5 A, They did give us that packet, Tike I 5 MR. BENTIVENGA: I just have a couple
6 said. But as far as it goes for the policies 6 follow-up questions, Ricky.
7 and changes, it was still being -- they didn't 7 EXAMINATION
8 give me anything because it was still being 8 BY MR, BENTIVENGA:
9 discussed. 9 Q. Ricky, take a look at Exhibit 2, the
10 Q. Okay. Did any of the staff leave or 10 page that has Sudler 9, which I think is the
11 quit because of the shooting? 11 first page of that exhibit.
12 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to 12 A, Okay.
13 foundation. I don't know how he would know 13 Q. All right., You were asked questions
14  that. 14  about the key that is 1isted in Bxhibit 1 for
15 But go ahead, you can answer it, if you |15 unit 2905, correct?
16 «can. 16 A.  Yes.
17 THE WITNESS: No, not hecause of the 17 Q. All right. If you look at the last
18 shooting. 18 sentence of -- of the first page of Exhibit 2,
19 BY MR. BLANDIN: 13 it says, "Deborah got a new key for the
20 Q. Random question. Abnerd Joseph was 20 Unit 2905, but made it clear only the unit owner
21  black. Do you know of any other residents in 21 can go up to the room and sign out the key."”
22 the building who were black? 22 Do you see that?
23 A. I mean, I ran into several black -- 23 A.  Yes.
24 other several black tenants. 24 Q. All right. Is Exhibit 1 where you

161 163
1 Q. of the -- of the population of the 1 register the key that you were provided on the
2 building, any -idea how many were black? 2 avening of September 15th, 20237 Is that the
3 A. 0Oh, I can't give a statement Tike that. 3 new key that Deborah had for uUnit 2905 that vou
4  people came and went from inside there. 4 have reflected in your report of September 15,
5 Q. Do you know if it was more or less than | 5 20237
6 ten black people who were residents of The 6 A. Yes. I believe I can remember Debarah
7 Legacy while you worked there? 7 had another key made for that unit and I got
8 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to foundation. 8 back the original one from the cabinet.
9 THE WITNESS: I can't state that either. 9 MR. BLANDIN: I'm sorry, the original one
10 There were times where I would be there, I see 10 from whom?
11 black, I see white, T see Hispanics. People did |11 THE WITNESS: The cabinets. The key that was
12 come and go. 12 given to me to put back in the cabinet was the
13 BY MR. BLANDIN: 13 one that had the electric key tag on there, so I
14 ¢. I recognize that. I'm just trying to 14 put it back in there.
15 get a sense from you as to what the ratio -- 15 BY MR. BENTIVENGA!
16 what the population of the building was. 16 Q. oOkay. And as you sit here today, do
17 Were there very many black people, or 17 you -—- you don't recall who it was that handed
18 s it accurate to say that there were very few? |18 you that key that you put in the cabinet and
19 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to foundation. 19 registered in Exhibit 1; is that true?
20 You can answer, if you can. 20 A. Yes, I can't remember who gave me the
21 THE WITNESS: I can't answer that because, I |21 key.
22 mean, I met Abnerd and I've met other tenants 22 Q. All right. with respect to your
23 that were black, but it's not 1ike I went 23 report, again, marked as Bxhibit 2, it's on
24 through every -- floor to floor to see, hey, are |24 Page 1 of the exhibit, &xhibit 2, sudler No. 9,
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1 that's your report of September 15, 2023, 1 comfortable going to investigate when a number
2 regarding your interaction and Joel's 2 of people had come down and asked him to go up
3 interaction at the front desk with two of the 3 there?
4  brothers of Abnerd Joseph, correct? 4 A.  Yes.
5 A.  Correct. 5 Q. oOkay. we're almost two years now from
6 Q. All right. And you had testified 6 the event of September 14, 2023, thera's some
7 earlier in your deposition that you thought that | 7 things that you just don't recall because of the
8 encounter may have been 7 to 10 or 12 days after | 8 passage of time; is that right?
9 the shooting event on September 14, 2023. You 9 A,  Correct.
10 were wrong about that? 10 Q. You've tried to give your best estimate
11 A.  Yes. 11  based on your memory and based on the documents
12 Q. All right. Does this report marked as {12 that you've been shown, correct?
13 exhibit 2 refresh your recollection that that 13 A.  Correct.
14 interaction that you had with the two brothers 14 MR. BENTIVENGA: All right. Those are all
15  where one of the brothers said -- or threatened |15 the questions I have.
16  to shoot up the building, that that occurred on |16 MS. WEGNER: I don't have any questions based
17  September 15th, 2023, during the evening hours 17  on that.
18  between 5:08 p.m. and 8:10 p.m.? 18 MR. STEWART: I'm going to be brief.
19 A.  Yes. 19 stephan. If you have any follow-up, maybe it
20 Q. All right. And you -- you yourself 20  makes sense to --
21  heard that threat from one of the brothers of 21 MR. BLANDIN: Sure,
22 Abnerd Joseph on the evening of Septenber 15, 22 MR. STEWART: -- get your part done because I
23 2023, that they were threatening to shoot up the |23 think I'm going to take --
24 building, correct? 24 MR. BLANDIN: Sure.

165 167
1 A.  Yes. 1 MR. STEWART: -- it in a different direction.
2 Q. All right. At that time, did you know 2 FURTHER EXAMINATION
3 whether or not one or both of the brothers ware 3 BY MR. BLANDIN:
4 armed with a gun? 4 Q. You were present when the police
5 A. No, I didn't know if they were or not. 5 arrived after you hit the panic button?
6 Q. Okay. All right. The discussions that | 6 A, Yes.
7 you've talked about that you had with the fellow | 7 MR. BENTIVENGA: On the 15th you're talking
8 doormen about this, all of those discussions, of | 8 about?
9 course, occurred after everyone knew the outcome | 9 MR. BLANDIN: On the 15th.
10 of this event, correct? 10  BY MR. BLANDIN:
11 A, Yes, 11 Q. That's the only time you hit the panic
12 Q. Jonah, when he was making his decisions |12 button, right?
13  on the evening of September 14, 2023, he was 13 A, Yes,
14 making his decisions going forward without 14 Q. And do you remember how many officers
15 knowing, number one, who was up there, correct? |15 arrived?
16 A. Correct. 16 A, Two.
17 Q. And without knowing what he was going 17 Q. And how Tong were they there?
18  to confront, right? 18 A.  Thirty to fifty minutes.
19 A, Yes. 19 Q. Did they appear to take your concerns
20 Q. Right. So he had to make his decision |20 seriously?
21 in real time, right? 21 A.  Honestly, no.
22 A, Yes. 22 Q. why not?
23 Q. All right. And based on what you've 23 A. By the time the police officers
24  learned, you understand that Jonah felt 24 arrived, the brothers had left. and when the
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1 police arrived, I let -- Deborah came out 1 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to the
2 probably after seeing them on the camera. I 2 form of the question and foundation because
3  can't remember if I messaged her, letting her 3 you're assuming that there was a police officer
4  know they were here. But she was upset with 4 out there. and they didn't come for a long
5 them because of the time delay that there was. 5 time. So I object to the form of the question
6 Even I was upset with them. 6 and foundation. How would he know whether there
7 And I was explaining, we called you 7 was someone out there?
8 guys, I pressed that panic button close to 12 8 But go ahead, you can answer.
9 times -- or more than just once trying teo alert 9 THE WITNESS: It was a gamble if I had come
10 that office. aAnd, you know, she was saying she 10 back -- if I had stepped out from the front
11  was pressing the panic button too. And we're 11 desk. For the most part, when the brothers
12 letting them know the brothers were here. My 12 came, I was seated and they were already
13  manager was in her office, but me and Joel, 13 agitated. So if I had stood up, it could have
14 we're in the front desk. If the threat they 14 been a sign of aggression, and then I could have
15 made was legit, where was I going to hide? 15 been attacked if I --
16 I was explaining to the officers there |16 BY MR. BLANDIN:
17  was just me and Joel standing right here. I 17 Q. Sure. Let's go through this.
18 could possibly run or anything, but Joel, I 18 The brothers did not make a threat to
19 mean, he was a skeleton at that point, he wasn't 119 you, they were talking amongst themselves; we've
20 going to get away. So I was trying to tell the {20 already established that, correct?
21 officers what kept you? 21 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to form
22 Q. And what did they say? 22  and foundation. I think that misstates the
23 A. They say there was traffic. 23 testimony.
24 Q. Okay. 24 But go ahead, you can answer.

169 171
1 A, I'm, like, traffic. 1 THE WITNESS: So I am. S0 the brothers did
2 Q. And did you - strike that. 2 issue -- not directed to us, but they just made
3 what —- why didn’t you take any action 3 a statement.
4 1o have anybody go out and hail down a police 4 BY MR. BLANDIN:
5 officer? 5 Q. Okay.
6 A. At that tiwme that would have been a 6 A, But --
7 good idea to do, but I was messaging Deborah, I 7 MR. BENTIVENGA: A threat's a threat.
8 was watching the brothers. I was mainly too 8 MR. BLANDIN: Good luck with that.
9 focused and thinking and watching. I wasn't 9  BY MR. BLANDIN:
10 thinking about having someone go out there and 10 Q. Were you sitting down when you
11 hail a cop. 11 overheard that statement?
12 Q. well, during the half hour or so after |12 A.  Yes, I was sitting at the desk.
13 the brothers made this threat hefore they left, 13 Q. And where was Joel?
14 4t didn"t occur to you to go out and get a 14 A. He was sitting next to me.
15 police officer? 15 Q. okay. And how far were the brothers
16 A. I can't -- I didn't want to leave Joel 16 from you when you overheard this statement?
17 by himself. I wasn't aware or -- 17 A. I would say, let me think, from where
18 Q. what were you going to do for Joel if 18 I'm sitting, it would be where the desk is from,
19 the brothers started shooting? 19 Tike -- from where that table is down there
20 A.  well, there would be two caskets for us |20 (indicating), that's how far they were from us.
21 then. 21 Q. Okay. So 15, 20 feet?
2 Q. Bxactly. So why didn't you go out and |22 A. Fifty, twenty, maybe twenty-two feet.
23 hail a police officer if you -- if you took this |23 Q. Okay. So 22 feet away.
24 threat seriously? 24 were the brothers standing or sitting
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1 when you overheard this? 1 that's where the furniture -- where the couch

2 A.  They were standing, 2 and the waiting area was.

3 Q. And is this where the furniture in the 3 Q. And with your cell phone, at any point

4 lobby is? 4 din time did you -- did you text or call 9117

5 A, Yes. 5 A. I didn't know how to text 911. I was

6 Q. And where relative to the furniture 6 too -- I was afraid to take out my phone and put

7 were they? 7 it like that (indicating), okay, because after

8 A. They were standing on the mat for the 8 the panic button was pressed, I was just waiting

9 Tobby. They weren't close to the furniture. I 9 for the panic button response to work.

10 would say from the furniture, maybe 10 feet 10 Q. Did the brothers ever directly threaten

11 away. 11 you or Joel?

12 Q. So this would have been in front of the |12 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'T1 object to the form and

13 revolving doors? 13 foundation. I think he's already testified to

14 A.  Yes. 14 what the threat was.

5 Q. And how far from the revolving doors 15 But go ahead, you can answer.

16 were they? 16 THE WITNESS: The threat wasn't directed at

17 A. From the revolving door to where they 17  us, but the threat was there. And I've seen

18  were —- 18 people make good on threats that just said it

19 MR. BENTIVENGA: You're talking about north |19 1ike that.

20 of the -~ of the doors? 20 BY MR. BLANDIN:

21 MR. BLANDIN: Yeah, veah. 21 Q. Okay. Tell me about that. what have

22 MR. BENTIVENGA: I object to form and 22 you seen?

23 foundation. 23 A.  This goes back to my times in school

24 24 time and in security work where I had employees
173 175

1 BY MR. BLANDIN: 1 pulling the locks in the warehouse, Two

2 Q. Yeah, what was the —- how far away were | 2 warchouse coworkers were arguing at each other

3 the brothers from the revolving doors when they 3 Teft and right. Threats were made in the air

4 made this statement to one another? 4 about how I'm going to beat you up or forget

5 A. They were positioned -- I want to say 5 this job, forget all of vou, don't mess with me,

6 they -- in the middle of the lobby on the -- 6 1I'mgoing to smack -- I've seen people make good

7 closer to the front desk than the furmiture from | 7 on those threats.

8 the revolving door, maybe seven, eight feet 8 Q. what have youy seen them do?

9 away. 9 A. I've just seen the push, the shove, the

10 Q. Okay. So they would have been standing |10 slap for one.

11  to the -- is that to the -- the north of the 1 Q. Okay. You're talking about situations

12 rewolving doors? 12 where one individual threatened another

13 A.  What would -- what would north be? 13  individual, correct?

14 MR. BENTIVENGA: S0 Monroe is east/west. 14 A, There was indications where that

15 BY MR. BLANDIN: 15  happened, but there was other times where they

16 Q. If you don't know, you can tell me you 16 just said, don't mess with me, I'm going to --

17 don't know. 17  but, yeah, it was direct.

18 A.  No, I don't know exactly Tike that. 18 Q- I didn't hear you.

19 Q. That's fine. 19 A. Sorry, it was direct.

20 A. 50 how I can explain it is, say I'm 20 Q. Yeah, you're telling me you've heard

2L sitting here (indicating) and this is where the |21 threats where one person has threatened another

22 desk was (indicating), the revolving door is 22 individual and they followed through on that --

23 right there (indicating), the brothers were 23 A. Yes, sir.

24 standing right here (indicating), and then 24 Q. -- that's what you're describing?
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I'm asking you, have you heard somebody
say -- make some offhanded comment about
shooting up a building that was followed through
on?

A. I haven't seen the situation where that
happened, but I have seen where people would
just cause destruction of property. I was
worried about whether they would attack me or
Joel, or T was worried that they just might grab
one of the vases from the counter that they were
standing next to, smash it on the floor, smash
it on the mirror. I was just observing,
watching and I -- to see what would happen next.

Q. okay. And did you ask Deborah to call
-- to call 911?

A. I did message Deborah to -- I do
believe I mentioned to her to call the police.

Q. And do you krow 1T she did?

A. I can't say for certainty, but I
believe so.

Q. You mentioned that there were two other
individuals, two other maintenance staff. Where
were they during all this?

A. when the -- when Deborah came out of
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happen.

Q. At any point in time did either brother
direct a threat to you or any other human being
that you overheard?

MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and
foundation. He's already testified about the
threat that was made loud enough for him to
hear.

Go ahead, you can answer.

THE WITNESS: The threat wasn't direct, but
it was said loudly. There was a volume tone
between they were having -- where they were
having clear conversations with themselves and
then they would have Toud, how would you say,
volumed-up conversations. And the conversation
where the threat for the statement was made was
one where it was said aloud.

BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. okay. And what I'm asking is: Wwas a
threat ever made to a human being? Did you ever
overhear any threat being made to a human being?

MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object to form
and foundation. It's been asked and answered.

Go ahead.
179
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the office and T was in the Tobby, Matt and Ray
came around the corner also to observe and
watch.

Q. And they were there the entire time?

A. I can't say they were there when they
first came in, but they came in a little Tlater.

Q. Okay. And did you ask —- did you ask
either of them to go out and hail a police
officer?

A. No, no, I --

Q. Did you ask either of them to call the
police?

A.  No, I didn't.

Q. Okay. were they present when this --
this statement was made between the two
brothers?

A, No, it was just me and Joel in the
Tobby.

Q. okay. Is there a reason you didn't ask
one of them to contact the police or go out and
get the police?

A. At the time T still wasn't thinking
straight. I was just too focused on observing
and watching how they may react or what could
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THE WITNESS: when -- the threat wasn't made
to me, but I'm in the lobby, I'm & part of the
building. The threat could have been for the
building. But I work for the building. They
could have turned their attention towards me if
they decided to go through with it.

BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. And you were worried that they might
break vases and break a mirror?

A. Yes.

0. And why were you worried about that?
were they being violent?

A.  They were being aggressive. They were
talking loudly. There were times where I saw
people where the conversation had started where
they were aggressive and loudly. Next thing you
know, an individual grabs a vase, throws it on
the floor, grabs a vase, throws it at a person.

Q. You've seen that before?

A. It has happened to me.

Q. It's happened to you at The Legacy?

A. No, at my family home.

Q. Okay. So in your family home, when
people get upset, they break things and smash
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windows and vases? 1 A.  The nonemergency number.,
A. They weren't part of my family, they 2 Q. Okay. Did you contact the 311 number?
were partners for the family. But I have -- it 3 A.  For which position?
has happened to me. 4 Q. For -- on the night of the 15th.
Q. And that's been traumatizing? 5 A, The night -- I wasn't there for --
A. That's why I was worried about when the | 6 Q. The 15th?
brothers made the threats because I've been 7 A.  ©Oh, the 15th, the 15th., No, I was just
through when people made a threat and stated it 8 too engaged in watching their movement.
to the open, and it could potentially happen. 9 Q. Sowhat I'm struggling is this. You're
So I'm watching them, Tike, are they going to 10 a Ticensed, certified, trained security guard,
make good on the threat they stated or are they |11 you've worked at the Hermitage and you've worked
just talking Toud? 12  at this building.
Q. Okay. And did you try and calm the 13 Wasn't the entire traiming and
brothers down? 14 experience that you've had in both of these
A. I didn't want to try to approach them 15  industries the same, that when you encounter a
because, again, I was seated. If I had stood 16 hazard, you're supposed to remain in a safe
up, it could have been a sign of aggression, and |17 place and not go and engage with that hazard
I didn't know what could happen or what they 18 even if you feel like 1t's okay?
were -- 19 MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to the form of the
Q. And that's because in your experience 20 questions and foundation.
that — when you stand up, that might be 21 You can answer it,
perceived as aggression? 22 Aand it's been asked and answered many
A, Yes, 23 times,
Q. And had you received any training in -- |24 Go ahead, you can answer it again.

181 183
as a — as a certified security guard as to what | 1 THE WITNESS: If a doorman felt comfortable,
you're supposed to do in that situation? 2 they -- if they wanted to go and observe, it was

A.  In times like that, I was told stay at 3 possible. But if they didn't feel comfortable,
your post. Do not engage. Contact the police. 4  stay at the desk.
Remain posted. Be visual, be aware. If the 5  BY MR. BLANDIN:
situation escalates where my 1ife could have 6 Q. what I'm asking is -- you're saying
bheen put at risk, evacuate. 7 that was the training that you got from The
Q. Based on your training as a -- as a 8 Legacy, yes?
Tcensed security guard, were you trained that 9 A. I received that training from Adrian,
you were t0 remain at your post and not to 10 ves.
engage in hazardous situations? 11 Q. Okay. And based on your training as a
A.  For that Tine of work, ves. 12 -- as a doorman at the Hermitage, was it the
Q. In your traiming at the Hermitage, were |13 same or differemt?
you trained that you were to stay at your post 14 A. It was different because at the
and not engage in hazardous situations? 15 Hermitage, there was only one of us at the front
A. At the Hermitage, they did tell me if 16 desk. So for that position, I could not Teave
scmething does laok off or weird, call the 17  unless somebody was there.
building management, Tet them know what's going 18 Q. Okay. Did the training that you
on. If the situation escalates, call the 19 received as a security guard -- as a 1icensed
building engineer, let him know what's going on |20  security guard differ from your training that
50 that there's another file. wMake a document. 21 The Legacy gave you as to what you were supposed
And if it keeps going further, contact either 22  to do in the event of an emergency?
the 311 number or the 911 number. 23 A, I'd say ves,
Q. what's the 311 number? 24 Q. How so?
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A. There are times where —- because I was
trying to find a security job Tike that that
involved doorman work. And security, when it
comes to dealing with a situation that could be
deemed hazardous or dangerous, it's always to
opserve and report.

1f -- let's say there was a fight going
on or there was a situation, we would first
contact the field supervisor, let them know
about the situation that was going on. And from
there, we would be instructed for how to move
forward.

Q. So what I'm focussing on is at The
Legacy, your training that you received was that
if you felt Tike it, you could go and
investigate even if you knew it was hazardous,
right?

MR. GURLAND: I'm just going to abject to the
form and foundation of the question.

But go ahead, you can answer it, if you
can. It's been asked and answered numerous
times now, but go ahead.

THE WITNESS: If we felt comfortable with
investigating the situation, if we wanted to, we

185

Ao Mm-hmm,

MR, BENTIVENGA: I think that misstates my
guestion, but --

MR. BLANDIN: No, it didn't. That's why I'm
asking --

MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form.
BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. Did you - what residents asked Jonah
to go to the 48th floor?
10 MR. BENTIVENGA: This has been asked and
11 answered. We've gone through this hours ago.
12 Now we're at over three and a half hours here.
13 So I'm going to object; asked and answered and
14 object to the form of the question and
15  foundation.

W 00 ~ O v b o N

16 But go ahead, you can answer it.

17 THE WITNESS: I can't state for a fact who it
18 was from the 48th floor that asked Jonah for

19 help.

20 BY MR. BLANDIN:

21 Q. oOkay. Yyour -- all right. So when your

22 lawyer asked you 15, 20 minutes ago about Jonah
23 being requested to go to the 48th floor, are you
24 aware of anybody who requested that Jonah go to
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could take a look. I we didn't want to, we --
BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. Itwas left to you?

A, Yes.

Q. All right. But your training as a
Ticensed security guard was that you should
never go and engage a hazardous situation, once
the police are notified, you're supposed to stay
in a place of safety, correct?

MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and
foundation.

You can answer it.
Asked and answered too.

THE WITNESS: It is for different positions.
But in security, the supervisor said, unless the
threat is directed towards you, stay, observe,
report, and if the situation has escalated to
the point, evacuate or clear.

BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. All right. Counsel asked you a
question, he said based on your knowledge of the
events, numerous residents asked Jonah to go up
to the 48th floor because there was concern
about a door being unlocked?

186
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1 the 48th floor?
2 A. I was made aware that somebody on
3  Floor 48 was concerned if their door was
4 unlocked or Tocked.
5 Q. That's true —- that's a true statement.
6 The Bishopps were concerned that the door was
7 looked or unlocked.
8 But the lawyer asked you a different
9 question. ke said that individuals asked to go
10 and have Jonah check out, investigate that
11 Tocked door. No one asked Jonah to go and
12 dnvestigate that door; he did that on his own,
13  correct?
14 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object. That

15 misstates the evidence in the case. I cbject to
16 form and foundation.

17 You can answer, if you know.

18 MS. WEGNER: Join the objection.

19 THE WITNESS: I don't know.

20 BY MR. BLANDIN:

21 Q. Yeah, In the security industry, you

2?2 are given training as to what the policies and
23 procedures are, correct?
24 A, Yes,
188
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Q. when you're a doorman at The Legacy,
there is no training on policies and procedures
because they don't have any: is that correct?

MR. BENTIVENGA: Object to form and
foundation, misstates the testimany.

Go ahead, you can answer, if you can.

THE WITNESS: I can't say if there weren't
any. I do believe there were some.

BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. were there any policies and procedures
about what you, as a doorman, were supposed to
do when there was an emergency and the police
were called?

MR. BENTIVENGA: Objection; asked and
answered numerous times.

Go ahead, you can answer it, if you
can.

THE WITNESS: I can't state for a fact.

BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. There are none that you can recall,
true?

MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm going to object. This
has been asked and answered. Are you asking
about written pelicies and procedures or the
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know who Garrett Smith was?

A.  No.

Q. Before September J4th, 2023, had you
ever heard anyone discuss Garrett Smith in any
capacity?

A.  No.

Q. Okay. I want to just be clear about
one thing, though, today, at this point, you are
aware that Garrett smith shot and kilTed Abnerd
Joseph, correct?

A. I am aware of that.

Q. All right. And am I correct that you
first found that out when peborah Romerc told
you that at some sort of meeting a few days
after the shooting occurred? Is that right?

A.  Yes. Yes.

Q. Do you recall the -- can you tell me
with -- specific as you can be what Tlanguage she
used to describe that shooting to you?

MR. BENTIVENGA: 1I'm going to object. It's
been asked and answered numerous times in this
deposition.

But go ahead, if you recall.
THE WITNESS: I can't say at this time how

191

policy that he's talked about and given
testimony about?

I'11 object to form and foundation,
asked and answered numerous times.

Go ahead, you can answer it, if you
can.

THE WITNESS: I can't answer this question.
BY MR. BLANDIN:

Q. why?

A. I don't remember what there was or
wasn't at the time.

MR. BLANDIN: Fair enough. That's alil I
have.

MR. STEWART: Okay. Ricky, my name is
Thomas. I'm going to be -~ I represent some of
Joseph -- or Abnerd Joseph's family members in a
defamation case. I'm going to be asking you
some questions. Same rules apply. If you don't
know the answer to anything I ask you, just let
me know, we'll move on,

THE WITNESS: Okay.

EXAMINATION
BY MR. STEWART:
Q. Before September 14th, 2023, did you
190
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the details were for the meeting over the time
that's passed.

MR. BLANDIN: See everyhody tomorrow.

MR. BENTIVENGA: See you, Stephan.
(whereupon, Mr. Blandin Teft the
deposition.)

BY MR. STEWART:

Q. outside of that conversation with
beborah Romero, have you heard anyone else state
that Garrett smith killed Abnerd Joseph?

A.  Well, yes, I did hear that. They said
that it was -- after the meeting with Deborah,
Garrett Smith was the one that shot Abnerd
Joseph.

Q. Okay. who said that?

A. It was -- we were all sitting down in
the meeting. And after the meeting had ended,
that's when we were, like, so it we Garrett
smith that was involved and it was Abnerd Joseph
that was. So we were kind of saying it to each
other, 1ike, so now we know who the individuals
were,

Q. oOkay. So it was staff at The Legacy?

A. Yeah, it was just staff, you know.
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1 Q. And at this meeting you're telling me 1 Q. Yes, sir.

2 about, that was only doormen and Deborah Smith, 2 A. Okay. I would say -- I can't give a

3 or was it more than that? 3 direct date and time. I'm sorry.

4 MS. WEGNER: I think you mean Deborah Romero | 4 Q. Okay. That's fine.

5 just for clarification. 5 Have you ever read amything saying that

6 MR. STEWART: I do. Thanks. 6 Garrett smith killed Abnerd Joseph at any point?

7 THE WITNESS: I can't state a clear fact at 7 A.  No, not like that.

8 the time if it was just Deborah or the door 8 Q. Okay.

9 staff or if it was Deborah and the whole staff 9 A. But there was statements going online
10  team together. But -- 10 now because of the review for our building that
11  BY MR. STEWART: 11  somebody murdered somebody. you guys have a
12 Q. Ckay. 12 killer in there. There were just negative
13 A. I can't remember who else was in there. |13 reviews popping up because of this.

14 Q. OCkay. But after that meeting -- after |14 Q. Okay. And where were you seeing those
15 Dpeborah informed you that Garrett Smith killed |15 negative reviews?
16 Abnerd, you recall other various staff saying 16 A. Google reviews. when my coworker and
17 the same thing? 17 the head doorman, Adrian, came back, he told me,
18 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to object to |18 with the Google reviews, this isn't Tooking
19 form and foundation. It's been asked and 19 good. And so --
20  answered before. 20 Q. Okay. and those were Google reviews
21 But go ahead, you can answer it, if you |21 that you actually read yourself that said that
22 can. 22  there was a murderer?
23 THE WITNESS: Yeah, after the initfal meeting |23 A. They stated, how can you guys have a
24 was -- happened, that's when, you know, the door |24 murderer in that building? No justice, no

193 195

1 staff were discussing with each other, just in 1 peace, no — all of that.

2 case something came up, that it was Garrett that 2 Q. Sure,

3  was the one who had the gun and it was Abnerd 3 pid any of the Google reviews that you

4  that -- the one who had died. 4 read actually call Garrett smith a murderer?

S BY MR. STEWART: 5 A, No.

6 Q. Okay. After that point, have you ever 6 Q. oOkay. Since that night, have you

7 heard anyone else say that Garrett smith killed 7 yourself ever told amyone that Garrett smith

8  Abnerd Joseph? 8 killed Abnerd Joseph?

9 A. There were some of the staff that said 9 A.  No. I kept any type of information
10 he killed abnerd. 10 that was given to me about that to the building.
11 Q. Okay. And when you say "staff,” we're |11 I try not to tell anyone about it because, you
12  talking about staff at The Legacy? 12 know, it was -- it was a misfortunate situation.
13 A. Yeah, staff at The Legacy, the door 13 MR. BENTIVENGA: You answered the question.
14 staff at The Legacy and the maintenance staff at |14 BY MR. STEWART:

15 The Legacy. 15 Q. I just want to be clear because you
16 Q. Okay. Do you recall the names of any 16 said you tried to keep that.

17 of those people who said to you that Garrett 17 It's your testimony that you've never
18 smith killed Abnerd Joseph? 18 told anyone at all --

19 A. No, I don't recall the name. 19 A. No.

20 Q. Okay. cCan you tell me approximately 20 Q. -—- that Garrett Smith shot and killed
21 when in relation to September 14th, 2023, those |21 Abnerd Joseph?

22 conversations happened? 22 A. No, I didn't bring...

23 A. The -- 50 this was post meeting, 23 Q. Okay. I'mgoing to ask you about a
24 correct? 24 series of names. I just want to know if you
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1 know any of these people. 1 approximately?

2 Po you know who Joshua watts §s? 2 A, No, I can't recall.

3 A, No. 3 Q. Okay. Did you treat Garrett smith on

4 Q. Okay. Do you know who Shantae Rayne 4 that occasion that you saw him after the

5 Baelcher is? 5 shooting any different than you would have

6 A, No. 6 treated any other resident?

7 Q. Do you know who wendy Bien-Aime is? 7 A.  well, no. I barely interacted with --

8 A.  No. 8 I didn't know who he was at the time. I just

9 Q. Do you know who Nick Joseph is? 9 simply said, hello, have a good day, and that's

10 A, No. 10 it.

11 Q. Do you know who Jeanna Joseph Kelley 11 Q. 1I'm sorry, at the time you saw him that

12 1is? 12 you were just describing him to me, you knew who

13 A, No. 13  he was, correct?

14 Q. Do you know who Ashley Joseph is? 14 A.  No, I didn't know who he was.

15 A, No. 15 Q. How is it that you know that you saw

16 Q. Do you know who Bryan Bien-Aime is? 16 Garrett Smith?

17 A, NO. 17 A.  Because after he had walked past the

18 Q. Do you know who Jay cCharles is? 18  main door with his key fob, that's when my

19 A. No. 19  coworker said, that's the guy.

20 Q. okay. Ricky, I'm just going to tell 20 I'm Tike, oh, okay.

21 you that those are all various family relations |21 Q. He said, that's the guy and that was

22 to Abnerd loseph. 22 dit, and you just knew that that meant that was

23 If I refer to all those names 23 Garrett Smith?

24 collectively just as “abnerd's family member,” 24 A. T asked him, so that’s Garrett? That's
197 199

1 will you know who I'm talking about? 1 the person?

2 A.  So you will just refer to them as 2 He said, yes, that's him.

3 Abnerd's family? 3 Now I understand.

4 Q. Yes, sir. 4 Q. The person who killed -- you would have

5 A.  Okay. 5 asked, that's the person who killed Abnerd

6 Q. Have you ever, to your knowledge, heard | 6 Joseph, correct?

7 any of Abnerd's family members say that Garrett 7 MR. BENTIVENGA: 1I'm going to chject to form

8 smith is a murderer? 8 and foundation, putting words in his mouth.

9 A. I do not remember. 9 But go ahead, you can --

10 Q. To your knowledge, have you ever read 10 MR. STEWART: I'm asking him what he said.

11 any statements that you attribute to any member |11 MS. WEGNER: Join in the objection.

12 of Abnerd's family saying that Garrett smith is |12 MR. BENTIVENGA: I get it.

13 a murderer or something to that effect? 13 THE WITNESS: I didn't phrase it Tike that.

14 A. T haven't seen anything 1ike that. I 14 I said, so that's Garrett?

15 didn't -- no, I don't remember. 15 and he said, yes.

16 Q. okay. Did you see Garrett Smith in the |16 Because after he said -- he first

17 time after September 14th, 2023, and when you 17  stated, my worker, that's the guy.

18 Teft your employment at The Legacy? 18 So I said, oh, that's Garrett then?

19 A, Are you asking if I've seen him from my |19 Yes, that's him.

20 remaining time as an employee there? 20 Okay. I just was acknowledging that

21 Q. That's exactly right. 21 that was Garrett smith.

22 A. That's what -- yeah. I've seen him 22 BY MR. STEWART:

23 once walk through the lobby. 23 Q. Okay. At that time, had you known it

24 Q. Okay. Do you recall when that was, 24 was Garrett Smith when you immediately saw him,
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1 would you have treated him any different than 1 MS. WEGNER: We've got four more hours to go.
2 you would any other resident or guest at The 2 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're going off the record
3 Legacy? 3 at 6:51. This is the end of Media No. 2 and the
4 MR. BENTIVENGA: I'm just going to object to 4 conclusion of today's deposition.
S form, foundation, and it's a hypothetical 5 (whereupon, the deposition
6 question. 6 concluded at 6:51.)
7 MS. WEGNER: Join in the objection, 7
8 MR. BENTIVENGA: Go ahead, you can answer, if | 8
9 you can. 9
10 THE WITNESS: No. In my experience with 10
11 dealing with people that Tived there, I tried to |11
12 keep it strictly professional. I would have 12
13 just said, hello, have a great day. 13
14 MR. STEWART: Great. Thanks, Ricky. 14
15 I don‘t have anything else. 15
16 MS. WEGNER: I just have one guick question. |16
17 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Can you get near the 17
18  microphone? 18
19 MS. WEGNER: Yes, 19
20 Hi, Ricky. 3Just a couple questions. 20
21 EXAMINATION 21
22 BY MS. WEGNER: 22
23 Q. 5o you mentioned in response to 23
24 Counsel's question that you had read some Google |24
201 203

1 reviews about The Legacy; is that correct? 1  STATE OF ILLINOIS )
2 A.  Yes. ) ss.
3 Q. Do you remember about when you would ey N

3 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINCIS
4 have read those in relation to the incident? 4 COUNEY D et = i ol
5 A. It was a little later when the incident 5  DELBERT 1. CHARLES, )
6 had happened, and the Tead doorman had come back 6 plaintiff, )
7 from his vacation. And when he came back, he 7 vs. ) No. 2024 L 005346
8 informed me, yeah, the Google reviews, it's not B MESA DEVELOPMENIG LECK )
9 Tlooking good, man. o et il X

10 pDefendants. ]
10 I'I'I'I, ]-I.ke’ 'FOF' the bu-l]d-lng:’ 11 I, DIEGO ENRIQUE DE LA CRUZ, being first
1 He's, 1ike, yes, for the building. 12  duly sworn, on oath say that I am the deponent
12 Q. So are we talking a period of days, 13  in the aforesaid deposition taken on the 8th of
13 weeks, months after the incident? Do you 14  september, 2025; that I have read the foregoing
14 recall? 15 transcript of my deposition, consisting of pages
15 A Days. i: i.ot:;::r_:)h 203 inclusive, and affix my signature
16 Q. Days? o
17 Do you recall any of the identifiers 19
18 that were associated with those Google reviews, DIEGO ENRIQUE DE LA CRUZ
19 T1ike, usernames or full names, anything like 20
20 that? 2L
21 A, NO, not at thiS t'ime. 22 SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO

; )

22 MS. WEGNER: Thank you. 23 zi ere i EE —zg::.
23 MR. BENTIVENGA: Anybody else?
24 A1l right. we'll reserve signature. 24 Notary Public
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 1 McCorkle Litigation Services
200 North Lasalle Street, Suite 770
) ss. 2 chicago, ITlinois 60601-1014
2 COUNTY OF COOK b) 3
September 23, 2025
3 4 LLEWIS BRISBOIS BISGAARD & SMITH, LLP
s ATTN: MR. S5COTT C. BENTIVENGA
4 I, GINA M. SYLVESTER, Certified Shorthand 5 550 west Adams Street, Suite 300
S5 Reporter and Registered Professional Reporter, s Chicage, I111nois 60661
6 do hereby certify that heretofore, to-wit, on IN RE: DELBERT J. CHARLES, vs. MESA
7 DEVELOPMENT, LLC, et al.
7  the 8th day of September, 2025, DIEGO ENRIQUE DE COURT NUMBER: 2024 L 005346
8 LA CRUZ, appeared remotely via videoconference, 8 DATE TAKEN: September 8, 2025
DEPONENT: DIEGD ENRIQUE DE LA CRUZ
9 in a cause now pending and undetermined in the 9
. i L . 10 Dear Mr, Scott C. Bentivenga:
10 Circuit Court of Cock County, ITiinois, wherein 11  enclosed is the deposition transcript for the
11 DELBERT 1. CHARLES, as Independent Administrator aforementioned deponent fn the above-entitled
12 cause. Also enclosed are additional signature
12 of the Estate of ABNERD JOSEPH, deceased is the pages, if applicable, and errata sheets.
13
13 Plaintiff, and MESA DEVELOPMENT, LLC, et al., 1is Per your agreement to secure signature, please
14 the Defendant. 14 submv; the transcript to the deponent for review
and signature. A1l changes or corrections must
15 I further certify that the said, 15 be made on the errata sheets, not on the
i transcript itself. ATl errata sheets should be
16 DIEGO ENRIQUE DE LA CRUZ, was first duly sworn 16 signed and all signature pages need to be signed
i7 to testify the truth, the whole truth and - and notarized.
18 nothing but the truth in the cause aforesaid; After the deponent has completed the above,
A A A R 18 please return all signature pages and errata
19 that the testimony then given by said witness sheets to me at the above addraess., and T will
20 was reported stenographically by me in the 19 handle distribution tq the respective parties.
20 If you have any guestions, please call me at the
21 presence of the said witness, and afterwards phone number below.
21
22 reduced to typewriting by Computer-Aided 22 sincerely,
A N 5 Cindy Alicea GINA M. SYLVESTER
23 Transcription, and the foregoing is a true and
p 9 9 23 Signature Department Court Raporter
24  correct transcript of the testimony so given by {312)263-0052
24 cC: ALL COUNSEL ©OF RECORD
205 207
1 said witness as aforesaid.
2 I further certify that the signature to
3 the foregoing deposition was reserved by counsel
4 for the respective parties.
S I further certify that the taking of this
6 deposition was pursuant to notice and that there
7 were present at the deposition the attorneys
8  hereinbefore mentioned.
9 I further certify that T am not counsel
10 for nor in any way related to the parties to
11 this sueit, nor am T in any way interested in the
12 outcome therecf.
13 IN TESTIMONY WHE I have her T
14 my verified digital sidpature on this 23%d
15  of September, 2025. g v
16
17
18 GINA M. SYLVESTER, CSR, RPR
19 License No. 084-004856
20
21
22
23
24
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